
General Membership Meeting (Tracy Fly Fishers)  
Our next meeting of the Tracy Fly Fishers will be on Wednesday, March 21.   

Meeting location is the Transit Station at 50 E. Sixth St. 

Our guest speaker, Mike Mckenzie, will begin his presentation at 7:45, meeting 
starts at 7:00.  

Bring a friend or neighbor! 

 

(Dinner with our guest speaker will be at the El Castillo Café, this month, across the street from 
the transit station where are general mtg is held.) 

 

 

 

FLY LINES & 

FISH TALES                                                                                 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prez Says: 

 

I just got back from spending the 

morning at the release for Trout 

in the Classroom. All those little 

fish set free. The kids all had fun 

watching the fish swim away. 

Then with help from their 

teachers and some Tracy Fly 

Fisher's members they got to  

cast rods, see some fly tying, find 

bugs, and find out what gear and 

equipment they would need to 

start fishing. I'm sure more 

information will be shared at one 

of our future meetings, so stay 

tuned. 

 

 

 

 

 

This spring is heating up quickly 

and so is the outside 

temperature. I know I get excited 

just thinking about the next club's 

fish-outs, like Whitepines in 

April and the bass ponds in 

May. Make sure to come down 

to the next meeting to sign up. 

Also ask other members what is 

their  favorite outing and why? 

You just might find out more info 

than you wanted to know.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anglers are always into bragging.  

 

I look forward to seeing everyone 

at the next meeting and remember 

to keep or fly on top! 

 

 

-Ben 

 

 

 

March 2012 

http://www.tracyflyfishers.org/Home/current-activities


BOARD MEMBERS 
President  

Ben Byng (209)832-1866 
Vice President/Secretary 

Stephen Holtzclaw (408) 674-
4065 

Treasurer & Membership 
Michael Carlson (925)634-

6274 
Webmaster 

Bruce Germolus (209)836-
9089 

Tracy Fly Fishers website 
Library & Casting 

Chuck Robbins (209)835-
7812 

Programs 
Chuck Sterni 

Raffle 
Bob Kiffin (209)835-6321 

Gary Phillips (925)829-7466 
Outings 

George Strickland  
(925)858-7017 

Meetings &Refreshments 
Pat Ferguson  (209)835-2981 
Trout in The Classroom and 

Conservation 
Rod Buchanan 
(209)815-0062 

Education 
Rick Clemens (209)830-1651 
Stan Elijah (209)815-4657 

Newsletter 
Mark McLean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Month’s Guest Speaker:

 

Mike Mckenzie:  

Mike has spent a lifetime fishing 

in California from the east side 

of the Sierra Nevada to the 

waters of the Pacific Ocean. He 

became an advocate for fisheries 

conservation in the mid-nineties. 

He helped form the NCCFFF 

Striped Bass Committee (now 

the Bay-Delta Committee) in 

1997. As Vice Chair of the 

Bay-Delta Committee he 

worked closely with the 

Department of Fish and Game's  

Striped Bass Stamp Fund 

Advisory Committee and was  

appointed to that committee. in 

2001. He still serves on the 

committee today. 

Mike spent 5 years working as a 

captain and guide, plying the 

waters of the S.F. Bay and  

 

 

Delta. Doing so gave him 

additional insight into the Bay 

Delta fisheries and the issues 

surrounding their future viability. 

Mike serves on CSPA's 

Advisory Board, focusing on 

membership and outreach. He 

also serves on the Allied fishing 

Groups Steering Committee as 

well as the Water4Fish Steering 

Committee. 

 

 

 

Points he'll talk about... 

 

1.- Fishin' the Delta 50 years 

ago Vs Fishin' the Delta now 

2.-Techniques, Tides and Boat 

position 

3.-Flies, Lines, Leaders, Loopin' 

Lines to Leaders 

4.- Questions & Answers ( You 

can ask and He'll try to answer.) 

 

 
 

The Tracy Fly Fishers’ Board of Directors meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Safeway grocery store’s Community 

Room at 1801 W. 11th Street.  The next board meeting will be held on April 4, 2012, at 7:00 pm.  The Board meetings are open to all 

TFF members.  Stop by and see what goes on “behind the scenes” of your club! 

 
Wish to make a difference locally?  The Delta is our backyard.  Check out the CSPA website and sign up for their action alerts at: 

 CSPA, California Sportfishing Protection Alliance  or www.calsport.org/  
 

 

 

http://www.tracyflyfishers.org/Home
http://www.calsport.org/
http://www.calsport.org/


 

Education Programs: 

‘Trout In the Classroom’   
Tracy Sunrise Rotary visits 
Classroom: 
The Tracy Sunrise Rotary Club 
(TSR) has been a supporter of the 
TFF Trout in the Classroom 
program since we started the 
program four years ago. In fact 
TSR has donated about $3,000 to 
help the program get started and 
grow. In years past Mrs. Hopson 
and kids from Tom Hawkins have 
attended a Rotary meeting to give 
a presentation at their meeting. 
This year Tracy Sunrise Rotary 
decided to go to the classroom to 
see the tank in action. About 16 
members arrived at Mrs. Hopson’s 
1st grade class to see what the kids 
actually get to experience. They 
were very impressed with the 
dedication of Mrs. Hopson and the 
knowledge the kids had learned 
about trout over the last 5 weeks. 
Mrs. Hopson (Brenda) is the only 
teacher that has been involved 
with the program since we started 
it. She is committed to continuing 
and we are fortunate to have 
someone like her teaching kids 
about trout! 
 

 
Rotary members at Mrs. Hopson’s 
class room. 
 
 
Trout in the Classroom Release: 
On Friday, March 9, the Tracy Fly 
Fishers participated at the “Release 
the Fish” event at Shadow Cliffs. 
Three classrooms attended the 
event. The teachers and TFF set up 
ten stations where approximately 
75 kids got to see different aspects 
of fly fishing and complete arts 
and crafts activities. All kids were 
issued a “passport” which got 
stamped as they completed a 
station. The TFF stations were 
casting, fly tying, bugs and fishing 
gear. The event was again a huge 
success thanks to the TFF members 
that assisted. After the kids left a 
few TFF members stayed to fish for 
a couple of hours. Overall a great 
day! 
 If you have an interest in being 
involved in this very meaningful 
program please contact Rod 
Buchanan.      
 
 

 
Mrs. Hopson presenting to the group. 
 
 
 

 
Stan explains the skills needed for 
safe float tubing. 
 
 

 
TFF members participating in the 
release (from left to rt) Ben Byng, Rod 
Buchanan, Stan Elijah, Chuck 
Robbins, JC Poulton, Bob Kiffin, Pat 
Furguson, Steve Potter, and Mike 
Tidwell. 



 

 
 
‘Introduction to ENTOMOLOGY’ 
This outing took place on March 
10. Not as many bugs as we 
would have hoped for but still had  
 

 
 
 
a beautiful day with great 
instruction from Rick Clemens 
and Stand Elijah. 
 

 
 
 
Plenty of time for fishing after the 
class. 
 

 
 
 

 

Rudy had a couple good hits. 
 

Mike getting used to nymphing 
techniques.

 
 
 

General Information: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

General Meeting Raffles: 

Any raffle item donations are 
greatly appreciated. Anyone that 
donates an item will receive 5 free 
raffle tickets.  
 
Chuck picked up some new 

DVDs for our library at the 
Pleasanton Fly Fishing show last 
month. Be sure to stop by and 
check ‘em out.  
Note: Many of you have had 
DVDs checked out from the 

library for many months. Please 
look around to see if you have any 
you might have forgotten about. 
 

Location change:  

As noted below, the location of 
our Outing Opener has moved to 
Whitepines Lake. Same date, April 
28. 
 

Credit cards will now be 
accepted for raffle ticket 
purchase.  

Remember, we are a nonprofit 
organization so your donations 
are tax deductable.  
 

$30 Annual Membership Fee 

There a few members that have 
not paid their membership dues 
for 2012. Please see Mike Carlson 
at this month’s meeting to make 
your payment. 
Thanks.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Club Outings for 2012- 
The club outings for this year will be at White Pines (changed from Shadow Cliffs) on 4/28, Kistler Ranch on 5/26, 
Davis Lake 6/22-6/24, Pit River 9/20-9/24, and Alpine Lake 9/28.  

Details and sign-up sheets will be available at our monthly meetings. 

This is a great way for the newer members to learn new waters or techniques and make new friends.

 

 

 

 

 

Conservation News: 

HR 1837 Passes the House- Dan Bacher- Corporate Welfare Republicans Vote to Make California Salmon Extinct 

http://www.c-win.org/content/hr-1837-passes-house-dan-bacher-corporate-welfare-republicans-vote-make-
california-salmon-ex 

 

Study of Summer Whitewater Releases and Macroinvertebrates Finds Little Effect 

Posted on February, 2012 by Chris Shutes (CSPA) 

A just-completed study that included two seasons of field sampling on the North Fork Feather River and two years 
of analysis shows no ecosystem-level effect of limited summer whitewater boating releases on aquatic macro 
invertebrates (insects). 

The study was designed by top experts on aquatic insects. It was commissioned by the Rock Creek – Cresta 
Ecological Resources Committee, which oversees implementation of the license for the Rock Creek – Cresta 
hydroelectric project on the North Fork Feather. The license was issued to Pacific Gas & Electric Company in 2001 
by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. PG&E funded the study. 

 

Casting in the Park 
-Chuck Robbins 
“Casting in the Park” has begun! Join Chuck and 
other TFF members for casting instruction on the 
second Wednesday of the month.  
A great way to meet other members. 
 
The next session will be on April 11.  
 
Hope to see you there! 
 

http://calsport.org/news/study-of-summer-whitewater-releases-and-macroinvertebrates-finds-little-effect/
http://calsport.org/news/study-of-summer-whitewater-releases-and-macroinvertebrates-finds-little-effect/
http://calsport.org/news/author/chris-shutes/
http://calsport.org/news/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/RCC-Final-Rec-Release-Flow-Macro-Study-Report.pdf


 

 

The study provides scientific answers to concerns that arose among a segment of the angling community about the 
effects of summer whitewater flow releases on aquatic macroinvertebrates. While this issue generated a level of 
emotion that divided many anglers, led to the formation of new organizations, and saw some anglers and their 
representatives vilifying whitewater boating and boaters, this definitive study provides scientific answers to those 
issues that concerned all of us. 

As a result of the study, the Ecological Resources Committee, including CSPA, is considering a proposal to maintain 
summer whitewater boating releases on the NF Feather below Rock Creek Dam at about the same limited level 
that has been in effect since 2007. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support your local Parks and Recreation District 

Parks Make Life Better! Parks and recreation make lives and communities better now and in the future by 
providing access to the serenity and inspiration of nature; outdoor space to play and exercise; facilities for 
self-directed and organized recreation; positive alternatives for youth which help lower crime and mischief; 
and activities that facilitate social connections, human development, therapy, the arts, and lifelong learning. 
Check out our Parks and Community Services Video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwFAe7V8pio&feature=channel_page 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwFAe7V8pio&feature=channel_page


 

 

Tracy Fly Fishers 

P.O. Box 1916 

Tracy, CA 95378 

www.tracyflyfishers.org 

 

 

 

 

OUR SPONSORS: CALL THEM- USE THEM- SUPPORT THEM 

 

 

 

 

 
The Fly Shop 

Mike Michalak/Tim Fox 

Redding (800) 699-3474 

www.flyshop.com 
 
Sawmill Lake Fly Fishing 
Joe Cerniglia 
Truckee 530 582-5393 
 
Mountain Hardware & Sports 
Truckee (503) 587-4844 
 
Sierra Stream & Mountain 

Chico (503) 345-4261 
www.sierrastreamflyshop.com/ 

  
Delta Stripers 
Jerry Neuburger 
Lodi (209) 369-5752 
www.deltastripers.com 
 
Meadow Cliff Lodge and RV Resort 
Coleville, CA (530) 495-2255 
www.meadowcliff.com 
 
 Sea Level Fly Fishing 
Ray Hutcherson 

Sacramento (510) 908-1809 
www.sealevelflyfish.com  
 
 

American Fly Fishing 
Gary Eban/Peter Blackman 
Sacramento (530) 587-7333 
www.americanflyfishing.com 
 
Thy Rod & Staff 
Frank Pisciotta 
Truckee (530) 587-7333 
www.cyberfly.com 
 
Kiene’s Fly Shop 
Bill Kiene 
Sacramento (800) 400-0359 
www.kiene.com  
 
Excellent Adventures 
Al Smatsky 
Lodi (209) 368-9261 
www.excellentadventures.org 

 
Creative Sports 
Jamie Berman 
Pleasant Hill (925) 938-2255 
www.creativeflyshop.com 
 
Sierra Anglers 
Bob Nakagawa 
Modesto (209) 572-2212 

www.sierraanglers.com 
 
 

 
The Trout Spot 
Rick Desrosiers 
Santa Clara (800) 822-7129 
www.thetroutspot.com 
 
ICON Products 
John Ryzanych 
Castro Valley (510) 881-8210 
www.iconproducts.com 

www.catchrelease.com 

 

Albright Fishing Products 

(800) 781-7703 
www.albrightflyfish.com 
 

Surf Inn 
Eric Cogdill 
Gualala, CA   
www.surfinngualala.com 
 
Uncharted Waters Fly Fishing 
Cliff Grodin (408) 838-1562 
www.unchartedwatersff.com 
 

Eagle Canyon Trophy Trout Lake 
Confluence Outfitters  
Red Bluff (888) 481-1650 
www.eaglecanyontrout.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next meeting will be on March 21, 2012, in the Transit Station Conference Room. 
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