
General Membership Meeting (Tracy Fly Fishers) 
Our next meeting of the Tracy Fly Fishers will be on Wednesday, July 18. 

Meeting location is the Transit Station at 50 E. Sixth St. 

Our special guest tiers, Jay Murakoski's and John Ryzanych, will be demonstrating their legendary 
tying skills. 

Tying starts at 6:30.  

Bring a friend or neighbor! 
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The Prez Says: 
 

Well, summer heat is on and 
the cool mountains are calling. 
Thanks to everyone who came 
out to the June BBQ at Dr 
Powers Park. That was a windy 
hot day but everyone had a 
good Pat Fregie dog and some 
cool drinks. It was great to see 
the kids excited about winning 
prizes in the raffle. At one time 
Chuck Robbins had about five 
kids all casting fly rods! 
 
Davis lake was windy, I think it 
follows us from Tracy were ever 
we go. That did not stop many 
of us from fishing. We hit it 
early in the morning in our float 
tubes and when the windy 
came up we walked the shore.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many fish were brought to the 
landing net and everyone had 
bents rods. The Friday night 
Chili feed was enjoyed by 
everyone. Many camp fire 
stories were told while eating 
Mike Carlson peach cobbler. 
 
July meeting will be changed as 
Steve Potter has lined up great 
tiers coming in for some 
demos. This will give everyone 
a chance to see some great 
techniques as well as great 
fishing tips from Both Jay and 
John. 

 Rick Clemens is putting 
together a couple of how to 
tables as well.  

Please come down and beat 
the heat in the air condition hall 
and watch. I know it well be fun. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Summer is almost half over so 
don't stay at home and 
overheat. Go up the mountains 
and cool off.  
 
Keep it tight! 

 
 
- Ben Byng 
 
 
 

July, 2012 

http://www.tracyflyfishers.org/Home/current-activities
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July’s Guest Tiers:

Jay Murakoski's 

Jay has been in the fly fishing 
industry for the past 38 years 
and a commercial fly tyer  for 
37 years, having tied for such 
notables as Lefty Kreh, Trey 
Combs.  At one time or 
another, he tied for most of 
California’s fly shops.  His 
patterns have been featured in  
Fly Fishing in Salt Waters, 
California Fly Fisher, Western 
Outdoors, North and 
SouthWest Fly Fishing.   He is 
one of the West Coast 
contributing writers for FFSW 
magazine. 
He developed a few top water 
bass patterns that have been 
featured and also sells them 
through his web site   
www.fliesunlimited.com.   They 
are the CB Diver, Floating 
Minnow, the Hula Girl and the 
latest is the Freddy’s Frog 
Crease Fly,  a fly that will entice 
any LMB or striper. 
As a speaker, Jay has been 
doing seminars and clinics 

since the early 80’s. He’s 
spoken to thousands of people 
at events like the International 
Sportsmans Expo, The Fly 
Fishing Show, Renzetti Fly 
Fishing Fair, sports pro shops, 
fly fishing clubs and conclaves.   
He is also on pro staff for TFO, 
Galvan Reels, RIO products, 
SmithAction, Angler’s Sports 
Group (Dai Ichi Hooks), 
Gamakatsu. Jay runs his own 
travel business, taking people 
south of the border to the La 
Paz area where they fish the 
waters of La Ventana/Cerralvo 
Island. 
He spends 3 to 4 months a 
year fishing the waters and 
knows them quite well.  You 
can find him at 
www.bajaflyfishingadventures.c
om.   He also arranges trips to 
Guatamala and Australia. 
His latest adventure is filming 
and producing fly fishing 
video’s and fly tying videos.  

John Ryzanych           
john@iconproducts.net 
Through his modern approach 
in the use of fur, feathers and 
synthetics John has become 
widely recognized as one of the 
sports leading creative tiers. 
His original designs, including 
the Fat Head bait fish and Air 
Head top water fly, are used 
the world over and considered 
cutting edge for their unique 
functionality and greater 
representation of the things 
sport fish eat. 

His company, ICON Products, 
manufactures and distributes 
specialized fly fishing products. 

The body forming material 
SOFTEX is complimented by a 
line of market leaders like Fly 
Stages (fly tyer's vise mounted 
organizer), Perfect Loops 
("engineered" braid loops for 
perfect line to backing 
connections) and The Catch & 
Release "Zero Limit" line of 
conservation message apparel 
and decals.  

In addition to managing the 
operations and development 
aspects of his company, John 
regularly performs tying 
demonstrations at both 
domestic and international fly 

fishing venues, and contributes 
articles to the sport’s leading 
magazines. He is also a board 
member of the Northern 
California FFF, advisor to the 
California Department of Fish 
and Game, and recently 
successful in sponsoring 
conservation legislation in his 
home state of California. 

When time allows, he pursues 
his passion for fishing the salt 
waters of the world! 
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John’s Original patterns and 
processes design credits: 

The Air Head - A true hollow body, 
top water fly. 

The Fat Head – Realistic, large 
body bait fish pattern that retrieves 
in 3 dimensions. 

The Soft Crab - Realistic pattern 
tied from a single hen hackle and 
yarn. It "feels real". 

The Soft Shrimp - Realistic pattern 
that also "feels real" to tactile 
feeders. 

Silver Belly Bait Fish - A pattern 
highlighting the eyes and gut sack 
of small bait fish. 

Two Toned Stone Fly - Realistic 
nymph pattern with separate 
dorsal and ventral colors. 

Line Labels - Simple line 
identification using your home 
computer and SOFTEX. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publications: 

Fly Fisherman Magazine, May 
2007 article w/ David Hickson, 
“What’s My Line”. 

Segment in the '98 Sportsmen's 
Challenge with Ron Franklin. 
Fishing the waters of Baja. 

Western Outdoors Magazine – 
March ’99, McKim Article on 
Airhead Top Water Fly 

Fly Tyer Magazine - Winter '03/'04 
Salt Water Column article entitled 
"Hey, FatHead".                                                              

Western Outdoors – Winter ’04,  
McKim article on Fathead Fly. 

California Fly Fisher - '04 two part 
series on fishing the waters of 
Baja, Mexico. 

California Fly Fisher – June ’05. 
California Confluences subject 
person. 

California Fly Fisher – June ’10. 
“At the Vise”. Two Tone Stone. 

Salt Water Fly Fishing –  January 
’06. “The Soft Crab”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salt Water Fly Fishing – Dec. 
‘06/Jan. ’07 “What’s My Line”. Fly 
line labeling system. 

Fly Fishing in Salt Waters – 
Nov/Dec ’07 “The Fathead fly”. 

The Drake – Summer ’08. “Lake 
Merritt”. 

Fly Fishing for Pacific Salmon II – 
Johnson & Ferguson, Amato 
Press. Fathead Page 147. 

Salt Water Flies of the Northeast – 
A. Peluso, Amato Press. Fathead 
p. 80. Airhead p. 19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tracy Fly Fishers’ Board of Directors meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Safeway grocery store’s Community 

Room at 1801 W. 11th Street.  The next board meeting will be held on Aug 1, 2012, at 7:00 pm.  The Board meetings are open to all 

TFF members.  Stop by and see what goes on “behind the scenes” of your club! 

 
Wish to make a difference locally?  The Delta is our backyard.  Check out the CSPA website and sign up for their action alerts at: 

 CSPA, California Sportfishing Protection Alliance  or www.calsport.org/  
 

 

 

http://www.calsport.org/
http://www.calsport.org/


Conservation: 

Northwest sees record returns of sockeye salmon  

By JEFF BARNARD | Associated Press June 28, 2012 
Record numbers of a once-waning population of sockeye salmon have been returning to the Northwest's Columbia 

Basin this summer, with thousands more crossing the river's dams in a single day than the total numbers seen in some 

previous years.  

Since Bonneville Dam outside Portland was built in 1938, there have been plenty of times there weren't 38,000 sockeye 

salmon swimming over the fish ladders in a whole year. But on Monday that many passed the Columbia River dam, and 

another 41,000 swam over the dam on Wednesday — a rate of nearly 30 a minute. That bought the total so far to 

290,000.  

A record run of more than 400,000 of the Columbia Basin's farthest-swimming salmon are expected to return this year, 

almost all of them wild fish bred in rivers, instead of the hatcheries that produce most Northwest salmon.  

Sockeye cross nine dams to reach spawning grounds in northern Washington and Canada.  

Biologists credit habitat improvements in the Okanagan Basin of northern Washington and Canada, improved dam 

operations, and favorable ocean conditions for the numbers. Okanagan sockeye swim more than 500 mils to spawn.  

The bulk of the record returns are going back to the Okanagan River Basin, which drains a series of lakes straddling the 

Canadian border and flows into the Columbia.  

"I have been telling people if they get the opportunity, to go up and visit the Okanagan," said Bill Tweit, special 

assistant to the director of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. "It's going to be an incredible natural 

spectacle."  

Smaller than most salmon at three to five pounds, sockeye are also the brightest in color. They are popularly known as 

bluebacks for their silvery blue hue as they pass Bonneville Dam, but as they get closer to laying their eggs in the 

gravels of rivers and lakes in the fall, their bodies turn bright red and their heads green.  

Though the Okanagan sockeye were never listed as an Endangered Species, as Snake River sockeye in Idaho were, the 

future was not looking bright for Okanagan sockeye in the late 1980s and early 1990s, said Joe Peone, fish and wildlife 

director for the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Indian Reservation, which is in the Okanagan Basin.  

Fewer than 9,000 sockeye returned to the Columbia Basin in 1995.  

The operation of hydroelectric dams regularly washed out the eggs after the fish laid them in the river, or left them high 

and dry before they hatched. Sockeye proved difficult to rear in hatcheries, so tribes on both sides of the border teamed 

up with local utilities that owned the dams to work out rules for maintaining flows that the fish could live with. Natural 

meanders were restored to rivers that had been straightened to reduce flooding.  

"Right now those fish are utilizing maybe a quarter of their historic habitat," Peone said. If more habitat is restored, 

"You could see 1 million fish coming back here."  

Ritchie Graves, a NOAA Fisheries Service biologist who makes sure federally owned dams are living up to their 

Endangered Species Act obligations not to kill too many salmon, said the survival rate for young salmon swimming 

downstream to the ocean has been higher than ever the past three years, hitting about 50 percent for sockeye.  

Those improved dam operations have also benefited chinook, coho, chums, pinks and steelhead, said Graves. The six 

species combined accounted for 1.8 million salmon over Bonneville in 2010, compared to 471,144 in 1938.  

Once young salmon get to the ocean, scientists have only a vague idea where they go, and an incomplete understanding 

of why some years they thrive and some years they starve. Generally, years when climate and weather cause the ocean  

waters to well up, salting the water column with food, fish do better. But unlike most salmon, which eat other fish, 

sockeye eat plankton, tiny shrimplike animals.  

Though poor ocean conditions have been blamed for a nosedive in chinook salmon in Alaska this year, sockeye have 

done well, not only in the Columbia, but in Canadian and Alaskan rivers as well.  

"Whatever is going on in the ocean is basically being good to sockeye," said Tweit. 

 
 
 



 
General Information: 

 
 

General Meeting Raffles: 

Any raffle item donations are 
greatly appreciated. Anyone 
that donates an item will 
receive 5 free raffle tickets.  

 
Note:  Many of you have had 

DVDs checked out from the 

library for many months. Please 
look around to see if you have 
any you might have forgotten 

about. 
 

Credit cards will now be 

accepted for raffle ticket 
purchase.  

 

Remember, we are a nonprofit 

organization so your donations 
are tax deductable.  

   

 

 

Club Outings for 2012- 
Remaining club outings for this year will be Pit River 9/20-9/24, and Alpine Lake 9/28.  

Details and sign-up sheets will be available at our monthly meetings. 

This is a great way for the newer members to learn new waters or techniques and make new friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Casting in the Park 
-Chuck Robbins 
Join Chuck and other TFF members for casting 
instruction on the second Wednesday of the month 
at Dr. Powers Park. Chuck is usually there by 6:00 
pm. 
A great way to meet other members. 
 
The next sessions will be on July 11th and Aug 8th.  
 
Hope to see you there! 
 

  

Support your local Parks and Recreation District 

Parks Make Life Better! Parks and recreation make lives and communities better now and in the future by 
providing access to the serenity and inspiration of nature; outdoor space to play and exercise; facilities for 
self-directed and organized recreation; positive alternatives for youth which help lower crime and mischief; 
and activities that facilitate social connections, human development, therapy, the arts, and lifelong learning. 
Check out our Parks and Community Services Video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwFAe7V8pio&feature=channel_page 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwFAe7V8pio&feature=channel_page


Recent Outings and events: 
TFF’s June Davis Lake Outing: 

 
Jenkin’s Cove, from left to right, Jeff, Steve, Ben, 
Dick, and Mike. 

 
Steve Potter “fish on”. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Randy, Gary and Dave keeping an eye on the 
Dutch Ovens. 
 

 
Jeff Fadden “fish on”. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Getting ready for the Friday night pot luck. 

 

 

 



Tracy Fly Fishers 

P.O. Box 1916 

Tracy, CA 95378 

www.tracyflyfishers.org 

 

 

 

 

OUR SPONSORS: CALL THEM- USE THEM- SUPPORT THEM 

 

 

 

 

 The Fly Shop 

Mike Michalak/Tim Fox 

Redding (800) 699-3474 

www.flyshop.com 
 
Sawmill Lake Fly Fishing 
Joe Cerniglia 
Truckee 530 582-5393 
 
Sierra Anglers 
Bob Nakagawa 
Modesto (209) 572-2212 

www.sierraanglers.com 

 
Sierra Stream & Mountain 

Chico (503) 345-4261 
www.sierrastreamflyshop.com/ 

  
Delta Stripers 
Jerry Neuburger 
Lodi (209) 369-5752 
www.deltastripers.com 
 
Meadow Cliff Lodge and RV Resort 
Coleville, CA (530) 495-2255 
www.meadowcliff.com 
 
 Sea Level Fly Fishing 
Ray Hutcherson 

Sacramento (510) 908-1809 

www.sealevelflyfish.com  

 
American Fly Fishing 
Gary Eban/Peter Blackman 
Sacramento (530) 587-7333 
www.americanflyfishing.com 
 

Thy Rod & Staff 
Frank Pisciotta 
Truckee (530) 587-7333 
www.cyberfly.com 
 

Kiene’s Fly Shop 
Bill Kiene 
Sacramento (800) 400-0359 
www.kiene.com  
 

Excellent Adventures 
Al Smatsky 
Lodi (209) 368-9261 
www.excellentadventures.org 

 

Creative Sports 
Jamie Berman 
Pleasant Hill (925) 938-2255 
www.creativeflyshop.com 
 
Mountain Hardware & Sports 
Truckee (503) 587-4844 
 

Albright Fishing Products 

(800) 781-7703 
www.albrightflyfish.com 

 
The Trout Spot 
Rick Desrosiers 
Santa Clara (800) 822-7129 
www.thetroutspot.com 
 
ICON Products 
John Ryzanych 
Castro Valley (510) 881-8210 
www.iconproducts.com 

www.catchrelease.com 

 

Surf Inn 
Eric Cogdill 
Gualala, CA   
www.surfinngualala.com 
 
Uncharted Waters Fly Fishing 
Cliff Grodin (408) 838-1562 
www.unchartedwatersff.com 
 

Eagle Canyon Trophy Trout Lake 
Confluence Outfitters  
Red Bluff (888) 481-1650 
www.eaglecanyontrout.com 
 
Roy Gunter, Owner 
Goodwin Lake vacation rental 
Great rainbow trout fishing 
831-809-0316 
www.homeaway.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next meeting will be on July 18, at the Tracy Transit Station, Our guest 

tiers will start at 6:30pm 
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