
General Membership Meeting (Tracy Fly Fishers) 
Our next meeting of the Tracy Fly Fishers will be on Wednesday, August 15. 

Meeting location is the Transit Station at 50 E. Sixth St. 

Our guest speaker this month will be Loren Elliot, ”fishing the surf”. 

Meeting starts at 7:00.  

Bring a friend or neighbor! 
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The Prez Says: 

So the summer has been a good 
one, Delta large mouth bass and 
high mountain trout have been on 
the menu. 
 
Last month Mike Carslon and I 
went on a family-fishing and 
camping trip to lake Alpine. After 
driving up the hill we found out 
that all camp grounds were full, so 
what to do?  
 
Past member Jim Peterson always 
likes the Spicer Reservoir and told 
stories about the fishing he did 
there. With this in the back of our 
minds we decided to make a drive 
down the twisted road to check it 
out. With nothing to lose we found 
the campgrounds and made 
camp. There were large paved 
drive ways and clean bathrooms. 
After hiking down to the lake and 
fishing, we had found a new 
location for future weekend get a 
ways. 
 
As always in new water you tend 
to ask the local experts of the 

fishing and was advised that it had 
been slow because the fish go 
down deep this time of year. Same 
old story "you should of been here 
last month". But that did not stop 
us. We launched our float tubes 
and casted out some intermediate 
lines. It took a while but Mike and I 
landed some nice fish. I will be 
returning to this location next year 
for sure. 
 
I would like to thank both Steve 
Potter and Rick Clemens for 
putting together a good meeting 
last month. Everyone enjoyed the 
tying and the "how to" tables. It 
looks like the fall programs are 
going to be some big names and 
interesting topics so come on 
down and check them out. 
 
I would like to point out that in the 
last few weeks there has been big 
news on the water issues and the 
governor in California. I can not 
tell you how to think but please 
take some time and learn all you 
can about the subject. Write letters 
and/or an email if you feel one 
way are another. This is our Delta 

and so the more you know the 
more you can form an opinion. 
 
In the end of September we have 
an outing to Lake Alpine. We have 
3 tent cabins on reserve. This is 
an easy lake to fish with float 
tubes and intermediate fly lines. 
So if you want one last high 
mountain trip please sign up. We 
are going to car pool up, share on 
the meals and have a great time.  
 
Keep it tight 
 

- Ben Byng 
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August’s Guest Speaker:

Loren Elliot  

“Fishing the Surf” 

Loren Elliott is a licensed CA 
guide, specializing in surf fly 
fishing along the Central 
California coast. Growing up in 
Marin County, he took his love 
of fly fishing for mountain trout 
to the local surf. Elliott runs his 
guide business during the 
summer months, teaching 
anglers to become competent 
surf casters and catch 

surfperch, striped, and halibut 
on fly. He spends the rest of the 
year in Seattle, where he 
instructs various aspects of fly 
fishing through Creekside 
Angling Co. and works with the 
Wild Steelhead Coalition.  

 

 

 

 

The Tracy Fly Fishers’ Board of Directors meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Safeway grocery store’s Community 

Room at 1801 W. 11th Street.  The next board meeting will be held on Sept 5, 2012, at 7:00 pm.  The Board meetings are open to all 

TFF members.  Stop by and see what goes on “behind the scenes” of your club! 

 
Wish to make a difference locally?  The Delta is our backyard.  Check out the CSPA website and sign up for their action alerts at: 

 CSPA, California Sportfishing Protection Alliance  or www.calsport.org/  
 

 

 

http://www.tracyflyfishers.org/Home
http://www.calsport.org/
http://www.calsport.org/


Tracy Bean Festival: 
The Tracy Bean Festival will 
take place on Sept 8 and 9. 

Many of you are aware of the 
annual Tracy Bean Festival- 
most of you joined at past 
year's events! 
This year, once again, The 
Tracy Fly Fishers will be 
participating in the 26th Annual 
Tracy Bean Festival. 
This year looks to be even 
bigger. 
We will have a Double-Booth 
10' x 20'. There will be great 
membership opportunities, 

raffles, and simply a great time 
to meet those in Tracy and our 
surrounding communities, and 
make them aware of the great 
club we have. 
 
 
 
What do I need from You? 
Volunteers in the booth, 
greeters, Fly Tiers, Presenters, 
etc. 
In past years, only 2-3 hours 
was needed from each 
volunteer. 
What's in it for you? 
FUN! 

Spend some time, shake some 
hands, talk about your 
experiences fly fishing and your 
time with the TFF club.--  
Dates are: Saturday, 
September 8, 10am - 7pm 
Sunday, September 9, 10am - 
6pm. 
Give me a call 209-346-2765. 
 
Thanks. 
 I hope to see you there!   -Rick 

 
 

 
 
Upcoming Outings: 
Pit River : 
This is our next club outing, 
September 15 - 22. Cost is 
$35/person due at our next 
general meeting, Aug 15. The 
“pre-mtg” for this trip will be on 
Sept 10th, 7:00pm, location tbd. 
Don’t miss this one! 

 
Jeff Fadden, early morning on 
the Pit, 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For $35 you can stay for the full  
week or just a few days. It’s up 
to you.  

 

 
Rick Clemens high sticking on 
the Pit, 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
A couple of the cabins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Alpine Lake Outing: Will take 

place September 28 – 30. We 
have three cabins reserved. 
Cost is $35.00 for two nights. 
The “pre meeting” will be on 
Sept 24th at 7:00pm, at the 
Safeway Starbucks. 

 

General Information: 

New- TFF logo, “grabber” fly 

boxes.  $15.00 each or 2 for 

$25. Go in with a buddy to 
save. Our previous style box 
with the regular foam holder is 
still available for $8.00 each. 

 

General Meeting Raffles: 

Any raffle item donations are 
greatly appreciated. Anyone 
that donates an item will 
receive 5 free raffle tickets.  

 

 

 

Feather River outing:  Our final 

outing of the year will be to the 
Feather River for Steelhead on 
November 3. “Pre-meeting time 
and date are tbd. (stay tuned!) 

 

 

 

Note:  Many of you have had 

DVDs checked out from the 
library for many months. Please 
look around to see if you have 
any you might have forgotten 

about. 
 

Credit cards will now be 

accepted for raffle ticket 
purchase.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Remember, we are a nonprofit 

organization so your donations 
are tax deductable! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Casting in the Park 
-Chuck Robbins 
Join Chuck and other TFF members for casting 
instruction on the second Wednesday of the month 
at Dr. Powers Park. Chuck is usually there by 6:00 
pm. 
A great way to meet other members. 
 
The next sessions will be on Sept 12th.  
 
Hope to see you there! 
 

  

Support your local Parks and Recreation District 

Parks Make Life Better! Parks and recreation make lives and communities better now and in the future by 
providing access to the serenity and inspiration of nature; outdoor space to play and exercise; facilities for 
self-directed and organized recreation; positive alternatives for youth which help lower crime and mischief; 
and activities that facilitate social connections, human development, therapy, the arts, and lifelong learning. 
Check out our Parks and Community Services Video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwFAe7V8pio&feature=channel_page 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwFAe7V8pio&feature=channel_page


 

 

 

Fishing with a buddy: 
Seven mile Saddlebag lake hike, day trip. 
(turned out to be about 9 miles) Daniel Lords, Stan 
Elijah and Mark. I learned about this trip 3 days before 
hand at our last General mtg, and invited myself. It pays 
to socialize. 

 
Stan and Daniel checking out one of the 10 or so 
lakes in this loop trail. Most of them had trout. 

 

 
This might be Helen Lake, ask Stan or Daniel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Beautiful hike! 

 

 
Still some snow melt going on.



Whether San Francisco 

eventually will cede claim to 

a reservoir in Yosemite is 

subject of vote  
By Jason Dearen,Tracie Cone, The 

Associated Press | Associated Press – 

8/6/2012  

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, 

Calif. - This fall San Franciscans will 

vote on a local measure with national 

implications: It could return to the 

American people a flooded gorge 

described as the twin of breathtaking 

Yosemite Valley.  

Voters will decide whether they want a 

plan for draining the 117-billion-gallon 

Hetch Hetchy reservoir in Yosemite 

National Park, exposing for the first 

time in 80 years a glacially carved, 

granite-ringed valley of towering 

waterfalls 17 miles north of its more 

famous geologic sibling.  

The November ballot measure asks: 

Should city officials devise a modern 

water plan that incorporates recycling 

and study expansion of other storage 

reservoirs to make up the loss?  

The measure could eventually undo a 

controversial century-old decision by 

Congress that created the only reservoir 

in a national park and slaked the thirst 

of a city 190 miles away.  

The battle over Hetch Hetchy, first 

waged unsuccessfully by naturalist John 

Muir, had turned the Sierra Club from 

an outdoors group into an 

environmental powerhouse. The fight 

gained momentum in recent years when 

unlikely allies joined forces.  

On one side are Republican lawmakers 

and environmentalists, including 

Ronald Reagan's former interior 

secretary, who want the dam removed 

and valley restored. On the other are 

Democratic San Franciscans, led by 

Sen. Dianne Feinstein and Rep. Nancy 

Pelosi, fighting to hold onto the city's 

famously pure drinking water in a 

drought-prone state.  

"Eventually it will be broadly 

understood what an abomination a 

reservoir in a valley like Yosemite 

Valley really is," Donald Hodel, the 

former interior chief, told The 

Associated Press. "I think it will be hard 

to quell this idea (of restoration). It is 

like ideas of freedom in a totalitarian 

regime. Once planted they are 

impossible to repress forever."  

Over the past decade, studies by the 

state and others have shown it's possible 

for San Francisco to continue collecting 

water from the Tuolumne River further 

downstream.  

But the city never seriously has 

considered giving up its claim to the 

valley.  

"This is a ridiculous idea," Mayor Ed 

Lee said. "It's a Trojan Horse for those 

that wish to have our public tricked into 

believing we have an adequate 

substitute for the Hetch Hetchy 

reservoir. We do not. There isn't any."  

The gravity-fed system serves 7 per 

cent of California's population, city 

water officials say. Turbines from its 

dams generate hydroelectric power for 

city buildings, streetlights and traffic 

signals, the airport and the transit 

system. And two-thirds of the water 

from the system is sold to neighboring 

municipalities.  

All of this for just $30,000 a year. That 

was the rent set by Congress when it 

passed the Raker Act in 1913, giving 

San Francisco exclusive control and use 

of the Hetch Hetchy valley, despite 

opposition by 200 newspapers across 

the country and after a week of 

contentious debate.  

For the next decade stands of black 

oaks that had shaded deer and bear 

along the Tuolumne River through the 

half-mile-wide valley were removed 

along with 6 million board feet of 

lumber used to build the dam. By 1923, 

water began flooding what once were 

lush meadows.  

In recent years, politicians have argued 

that San Francisco is getting a bargain 

and that the rent should be increased. 

Others have said San Francisco is 

violating the Raker Act because the 

city's transmission lines stop 30 miles 

short of the city and that Pacific Gas & 

Electric profits by carrying it the rest of 

the way.  

With opposition from then-Mayor 

Feinstein, Hodel brought the issue back 

to life in 1987 as a way of alleviating 

crowds and traffic in Yosemite Valley, 

which now sees 4 million visitors a 

year.  

Most recently the George W. Bush 

administration tried funding a 

feasibility study, but it was quashed 

politically by Democrats when Pelosi 

was Speaker of the House.  

"San Francisco is known as a 

progressive city in many ways, 

especially environmentally. But in 

water, it's just not the case. We've got a 

very sweet deal," said Spreck 

Rosekrans of Restore Hetch Hetchy, 

who has studied the issue for 20 years. 

"Restoring the valley would undo the 

greatest wrong that has ever been done 

to a national park."  

Studies by the federal Bureau of 

Reclamation, the state Department of 

Water Resources and others show 

restoring the valley is technically 

feasible. The cost estimates range from 

$3 billion to $10 billion.  

"On top of that staggering price tag, 

replacing the water supply is unrealistic 

when California already lacks 

infrastructure to provide enough water 

for its economy or environment," said 

Feinstein. "We should move past this 

debate and focus on real solutions to 

California's water challenges."  

The opposing sides also dispute the 

impact of reservoir removal. The Hetch 

Hetchy group says the city would lose 

20 per cent of its 1.7 billion kilowatt 

power-generating capacity, roughly the 

amount of excess production sold at 

cost to the Modesto and Turlock 

irrigation districts. The city says it 

would lose about twice that much, 

which would cost $41 million.  

In addition, utilities officials say water 

rates would increase by up to $2,777 

per household a year and the city would 

be vulnerable during droughts.  

Mayor Lee and others argue that the 

timing is wrong to spend so much 

money on a project that ultimately 

could make Bay Area water deliveries 

less reliable.  

Proponents say passage of the measure 

in November would give San Francisco 

a chance to plan for restoration on its 

own terms. Voters would decide in four 

years whether to move forward with the 

plan.  

"The opposition to removal is akin to 

the famous expressions many years ago 

about relinquishing the Panama Canal: 

'We stole it fair and square and we 

should keep it!'" Hodel said. 



Tracy Fly Fishers 

P.O. Box 1916 

Tracy, CA 95378 

www.tracyflyfishers.org 

 

OUR SPONSORS: CALL THEM- USE THEM- SUPPORT THEM 

 

 

 

 

 The Fly Shop 

Mike Michalak/Tim Fox 

Redding (800) 699-3474 

www.flyshop.com 
 
Sawmill Lake Fly Fishing 
Joe Cerniglia 
Truckee 530 582-5393 
 
Sierra Anglers 
Bob Nakagawa 
Modesto (209) 572-2212 

www.sierraanglers.com 

 
Sierra Stream & Mountain 

Chico (503) 345-4261 
www.sierrastreamflyshop.com/ 

  
Delta Stripers 
Jerry Neuburger 
Lodi (209) 369-5752 
www.deltastripers.com 
 
Meadow Cliff Lodge and RV Resort 
Coleville, CA (530) 495-2255 
www.meadowcliff.com 
 
 Sea Level Fly Fishing 
Ray Hutcherson 

Sacramento (510) 908-1809 

www.sealevelflyfish.com  

 
American Fly Fishing 
Gary Eban/Peter Blackman 
Sacramento (530) 587-7333 
www.americanflyfishing.com 
 

Thy Rod & Staff 
Frank Pisciotta 
Truckee (530) 587-7333 
www.cyberfly.com 
 

Kiene’s Fly Shop 
Bill Kiene 
Sacramento (800) 400-0359 
www.kiene.com  
 

Excellent Adventures 
Al Smatsky 
Lodi (209) 368-9261 
www.excellentadventures.org 

 

Creative Sports 
Jamie Berman 
Pleasant Hill (925) 938-2255 
www.creativeflyshop.com 
 
Mountain Hardware & Sports 
Truckee (503) 587-4844 
 

Albright Fishing Products 

(800) 781-7703 
www.albrightflyfish.com 

 
The Trout Spot 
Rick Desrosiers 
Santa Clara (800) 822-7129 
www.thetroutspot.com 
 
ICON Products 
John Ryzanych 
Castro Valley (510) 881-8210 
www.iconproducts.com 

www.catchrelease.com 

 

Surf Inn 
Eric Cogdill 
Gualala, CA   
www.surfinngualala.com 
 
Uncharted Waters Fly Fishing 
Cliff Grodin (408) 838-1562 
www.unchartedwatersff.com 
 

Eagle Canyon Trophy Trout Lake 
Confluence Outfitters  
Red Bluff (888) 481-1650 
www.eaglecanyontrout.com 
 
Roy Gunter, Owner 
Goodwin Lake vacation rental 
Great rainbow trout fishing 
831-809-0316 
www.homeaway.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next meeting will be on August 15, at the Tracy Transit Station, at 7:00 pm. 
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