
General Membership Meeting (Tracy Fly Fishers) 
Our next meeting of the Tracy Fly Fishers will be on Wednesday, November 21. 

Meeting location is the Transit Station at 50 E. Sixth St. 

Our guest speakers this month will be Steve Cooper and Robert Fujimura  (see details below). 

Meeting starts at 7:00.  

Bring a friend or neighbor you might be surprised at the results! 
Guest tyers starting at 6:30 will be Steve Holtzclaw and Rick Clemens. 

 

December’s general meeting presentations will consist of club members showing 

slides of some of their fish outings from this past year. If you would like to 

present, please prepare a ten minute or less presentation and notify Ben of your 

intentions to present so it can be scheduled.  
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Prez Says: 
 

October and November are my 
two favorite months of the year. 
Not only do I enjoy the fishing 
but with the cooler days I like 
tying flies and working on other 
projects out in garage.  
 
This year's Striped Bass fishing 
in the Delta has gotten off to 
very good start. Last weekend 
was the famous Striper Fest 
and the Tracy Fly Fishers 
showed up in style. Many of our 
members bought raffle tickets 
and were rewarded nicely, such 
as myself with some nice 
signed salt water fish prints 
signed by the famous artist Bill  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop. The fish reports 
showed good news as many of 
us had bent rods and some 
good pictures of bass to back 
them up.  
 
I've been spending weekday 
evenings and Sundays in the 
garage tying some flys and 
cleaning my gear. Taking care 
of your gear before winter 
comes, is a good idea as the 
cooler days and the valleys 
high moisture can rust and 
corrode rods ,reels, and flies, in 
no time. A little cleaning and 
lubing reels and putting my fly 
boxes in the house for the 
winter pays off in the long run.  
 
This month at the meeting we’ll 
raffle off a rod combo for 2013 
early membership  

 

 

 

 

 

renewals. So, come on down, 
you still have time at the 
meeting to pay for next year’s 
membership. Just before the 
guest speaker starts, we will 
pick the lucky winner.  
 
Keep it tight  
 
Ben Byng 

 
 

November, 2012 

http://www.tracyflyfishers.org/Home/current-activities


 

November’s Guest Speakers:  
The presentation will consist of two parts. Bob will 
present an overview of the “Delta Fly Fishing 
Challenge” program. Steve will discuss fishing 
techniques and information on the Delta fishes. 

 

The Delta Fly Fishing Challenge is an angler 

recognition program to promote knowledge and 
appreciation of sport fish that reside in the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta, encourage local fly fishing, and 
increase awareness of the Delta and its natural 
resources. 

RULES 

Submit a completed form (download from the Delta Fly 
Fishers Delta Fly Fishing Challenge webpage) with 
clear photographs of 6 different species from the list of 
15. All fish must be legally caught from the statue Delta 
using fly fishing gear and released alive. There is no 
time limit to complete the challenge and applicants may 
only earn one certificate per year. Please include a 
check for $5.00 addressed to Delta Fly Fishers, which 
covers printing and shipping costs. 

Each award will be a color 11”x14” personalized 
certificate suitable for framing. 

 
ELIGIBLIE SPORT FISH 

Striped bass 

Largemouth bass 

Spotted bass 

Smallmouth bass 

Steelhead trout 

Sacramento pikeminnow 

Chinook salmon 

American shad 

Channel catfish 

White crappie 

 

 

 

 

 

Black crappie 

Bluegill 

Redear sunfish 

Common carp 

Tule perch  

 

Delta Fly Fishers is a community organization whose 
members are dedicated to the furtherance of the art of 
fly fishing. To accomplish this, we actively participate in 
educational programs to teach anglers the techniques 
of fly fishing, fly tying, fishing ethics and the practices of 
“Catch and release”. 

We place great emphasis on conservation issues as 
they relate to the Delta, local streams, and lakes. Delta 
Fish Fishers focuses on protection, preservation, and 
restoration. We have assumed the responsibility to 
monitor local waters and bring to the attention of the 
public and governmental agencies issues that threaten 
the conservation of sport fish. We encourage families 
and anglers of all ages to participate in the club’s 
activities. 

 

We hold public meeting each 2nd Wednesday of each 
month at the John R. Williams School, 2450 Meadow 
Ave., Stockton. We also host weekly fly casting and fly 
tying instruction on the other Wednesday evenings at 
the Oak Grove Park. 

 

 

MORE INFORMATION 

More information can be found at our website: 
deltaflyfishers.com. References on fly fishing methods 
and information on Delta sport fish can be found there 
and you can download a PDF application form. You 
may mail us at: Delta Fly Fishers, Delta Fly Fishing 
Challenge Program, PO Box 77862, Stockton, CA 
95207-7862 or e-mail Bob Fujimura at 
deltaflyfishers@gmail.com. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Tracy Fly Fishers’ Board of Directors meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Safeway grocery store’s Community 

Room at 1801 W. 11th Street.  The next board meeting will be held on December 5, 2012, at 7:00 pm.  The Board meetings are open 

to all TFF members.  Stop by and see what goes on “behind the scenes” of your club! 

 
Wish to make a difference locally?  The Delta is our backyard.  Check out the CSPA website and sign up for their action alerts at: 

 CSPA, California Sportfishing Protection Alliance  or www.calsport.org/  
 

 

 

http://www.calsport.org/
http://www.calsport.org/


 
 
Events and Outings: 
Fishing with a buddy- Heenan Lake trip: 
A few members made it up to Heenan Lake in 
October, Jeff and Genny Fadden with Steve 
Perriera and Candos Aderson. Here’s a nice 
Lohantan cut throat caught by Steve. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Feather River Steelhead outing:  
TFF Feather River Outing- Saturday, November 
10, 2012 

We had a great time on the Feather River 
Saturday, November 10. 

TFF made a strong appearance- everyone hooked 
up and many were landed- Mike Carlson was the 
“Hot Rod” of the day having caught and landed two 
nice fish in the 22-23 inch range and HEAVY- both 
3-4 pounds. 

The Feather has been slow the last several years- 
but this year you can see a positive improvement- 
making next year a MUST-HAVE trip for TFF and 
its members. There is still several weekends left for 
great Steelheading- Salmon are plentiful in the 
water and the “Steelies” are more than willing to 
gobble up your egg patterns. Some key points if 
you are planning on going: 

1. 6-7 weight outfits work best- throwing an 8 

weight or bigger is tiring and over kill. 

2. Make sure you have plenty of split-shot in 

several different sizes- we found that you 

will need to change overall weight often for 

the different water level that are in a very 

small area 

 

 

 

3. Pattern combinations such as medium pink 

egg with a dark olive ‘rock worm’ (case-less 

caddis) set up was the ticket- though if 

presented correctly the fish were willing to 

hit most patterns 

4. A set-up that used 12lb leader, then down 

sized to 8lb test was great for the water 

conditions and you still had enough 

“Backbone” to land big fish- Mike Carlson 

landed a 25 pound Salmon on a 7weight rod 

and 10lb test…Great job!  

We hope you get a chance to take on these great 
fish and make sure you set a day or two for next 
year’s TFF Outing! 

 

Rick Clemens 

 

 
The gang: (left to right) Rudy Lazard, Jim May, 
Greg Isreal, Steve Holtzclaw, 

Rick Clemens, August Abular 
Maechi Okafo (seated) 
Mike Carlson taking photo. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Mike with a nice Feather River Steelhead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Abellar: on the Trinity River. Not bad!  

 

2013Installation Dinner (crab feed): 
2013 Installation dinner will be January 5th, 2013 

with tickets costing $40.00 each. We will be 

seating 240 for this event, 20 more than last year.  

Tables will seat eight. Please plan you groups 

accordingly. There will be tri-tip for those who do 

not eat crab, along with (2) door prizes with 

everyone in attendance eligible. If you plan to 

reserve a full or partial table for your group, please 

buy you tickets this month or as early as possible 

to make sure you get the arrangement you want. 

Tickets are going fast and we will soon be 

advertising to the public to complete our ticket 

sales. 

 

 

 
 

Last year was a great success and we are 

anticipating that you will make 2013 even better. I 

am eagerly looking forward to seeing everyone at 

the upcoming event with their bib on! 

 

 

-Stan Elijah 

 

 

  



 

Conservation:  
How did one of the world’s most iconic (and 
breathtaking) trout rivers fare in the face of a 
massive wildfire? 

by Craig Ballenger (California Trout article, 
October 18,2012. 
In August, wild fires had erupted all over Northern 
California, but one in particular caught the attention 
of anglers. 

Known as the Bagley Fire, it initially threatened the 
Pit River Five reach (originally just south of the 
blaze). But the hot August winds typically blow 
north from the Central Valley, and this time, they 
pushed the fire north through the Cascades. 

Suddenly, the Pit River wasn’t in danger. 

Alarmingly, the McCloud River was. 

Will The McCloud Suffer? 

While the McCloud seems to have survived the fire 
with little damage, the upcoming winter and spring 
seasons will see the biggest impacts. 

According to Stroud (George Stroud, longtime 
McCloud River Preserve manager for The Nature 
Conservancy), the worst-case scenario involves a 
large rainstorm, which would wash newly available 
sediment right into the river, both clouding it and 
strangling some of the McCloud’s excellent habitat. 

The best case scenario involves a series of small 
storms; just wet enough to wet the burned soil and 
grow vegetation. 

Fortunately, the Forest Service is already 
attempting to mitigate the impacts of their firelines, 
and because water quality studies have been 
conducted at the Preserve for years, it’s possible to 
measure the impacts on the river (a testament to 
the value of long-term monitoring programs on our 
trout waters). 

Effects of the fire on angling and the fishery are 
encouraging. 

October Caddis — one of the river’s superhatches 
— now grace the autumn canyon. Pacific dogwood 
and diminutive mountain maple are melting to 
crimson. Alder and big leaf maple along the water’s 
edge are drifting from green to gold. 

The Elephant Ears are turning too. Trout still rise to 
the McCloud’s mid-afternoon blue wing olive 
mayfly hatch, and the river’s wild rainbow and 
brown trout remain fat and sassy following a 
season’s feeding. 

We drifted nymphs, stripped streamers, tossed 
small mayfly imitations and floated big caddis 
patterns through the lanes which we knew housed 
18-20 inch rainbows. The big browns, growing here 
to the size of big Trinity steelhead, are moving with 
less caution to flies as their spawning season 
becomes imminent. 

As we trudged back up the trail in the evening light, 
the scent of lingering woodsmoke wafted through 
the air. Against the deep green backdrop of canyon 
conifer across the river, a smudge of gray 
occasionally highlighted remnant embers. 

The trail is unusually dusty — a silent reminder of 
the fire crews who marched through here in their 
heavy boots. They were part of a flood of people 
clambering along the canyon in greater numbers 
than the river’s seen since its native villagers plied 
the river for salmon more than 150 years ago. 

Please go to the following link and select “read 
more” for the full story.  California Trout article 
dated October 18, 2012. 

http://caltrout.org/2012/10/aftermath-the-mccloud-
river-canyon-emerges-from-the-bagley-wildfire-but-
what-are-the-impacts-to-the-
river/?utm_source=California+Trout+List&utm_cam
paign=ef22eba79e-
11_6_2012&utm_medium=email 

 
 
Used Fly line: 
 I am a Preschool Special Ed teacher and the 
floating fly line comes in handy for many  
projects that preschool children make:  necklaces, 
lacing, hanging art, fishing poles.....I would be 
happy to collect it and give it away to other 
preschool teachers.  Dave or I attend the  
 

 
 
meetings pretty regularly; we could have the 
members bring it to the meetings? 
 
Thanks for the consideration. 
 
-Cathy Hiromoto  

http://inciweb.org/incident/3188/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Information: 

TFF Board Positions for 2013 are still open: 

Want to know the quickest way to get to know 
fellow TFF members and the opportunities that the 
TFF has to offer? Volunteer to be part of the TFF 
board of directors. We still have openings for Vice 
President and Program co-coordinator for 2013. 
Contact Steve Holtzclaw for more information at 
408-674-4065. 

 

This year’s Fly plate: 

Donations are needed for this year’s Fly Plate, two 
of each of your favorite flies. Flies sizes 12 and 
larger display nicely. One of the plates is a framed 
shadow box of flies tied by club members that is 
auctioned off during the crab feed.  

People can give Steve Holtzclaw the flies at this 
month's meeting and or send them to his address 
at 2409 Garazi St, Tracy Ca., 95304. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New- TFF logo, “grabber” fly boxes.   

$15.00 each or 2 for $25. Go in with a buddy to 
save. Our previous style box with the regular foam 
holder is still available for $8.00 each. 

 

Remember, we are a nonprofit organization so your 

donations are tax deductable! 

 

Any raffle item donations are greatly appreciated. 
Anyone that donates an item will receive 5 free 
raffle tickets. 

Raffle Note: The Cabelas 3wt rod/reel combo for 
2013 early membership renewals will take place at 
our November 21, Meeting. 

 

Casting in the Park 
-Chuck Robbins 
Casting in the Park is completed for 2012. 
  

Thanks go out to Chuck for making “Casting 
in the Park” such a great program again this 
year.  
See you next spring! 
 

  

Support your local Parks and Recreation District 

Parks Make Life Better! Parks and recreation make lives and communities better now and in the future by 
providing access to the serenity and inspiration of nature; outdoor space to play and exercise; facilities for 
self-directed and organized recreation; positive alternatives for youth which help lower crime and mischief; 
and activities that facilitate social connections, human development, therapy, the arts, and lifelong learning. 
Check out our Parks and Community Services Video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwFAe7V8pio&feature=channel_page 

 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2347869&id=1275702290
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwFAe7V8pio&feature=channel_page


Tracy Fly Fishers 

P.O. Box 1916 

Tracy, CA 95378 

www.tracyflyfishers.org 

 

OUR SPONSORS: CALL THEM- USE THEM- SUPPORT THEM 

 

 

 

 

 The Fly Shop 

Mike Michalak/Tim Fox 

Redding (800) 699-3474 

www.flyshop.com 
 
Sawmill Lake Fly Fishing 
Joe Cerniglia 
Truckee 530 582-5393 
 
Sierra Anglers 
Bob Nakagawa 
Modesto (209) 572-2212 

www.sierraanglers.com 

 
Sierra Stream & Mountain 

Chico (503) 345-4261 
www.sierrastreamflyshop.com/ 

  
Delta Stripers 
Jerry Neuburger 
Lodi (209) 369-5752 
www.deltastripers.com 
 
Meadow Cliff Lodge and RV Resort 
Coleville, CA (530) 495-2255 
www.meadowcliff.com 
 
 Sea Level Fly Fishing 
Ray Hutcherson 

Sacramento (510) 908-1809 

www.sealevelflyfish.com  

 
American Fly Fishing 
Gary Eban/Peter Blackman 
Sacramento (530) 587-7333 
www.americanflyfishing.com 
 

Thy Rod & Staff 
Frank Pisciotta 
Truckee (530) 587-7333 
www.cyberfly.com 
 

Kiene’s Fly Shop 
Bill Kiene 
Sacramento (800) 400-0359 
www.kiene.com  
 

Excellent Adventures 
Al Smatsky 
Lodi (209) 368-9261 
www.excellentadventures.org 

 

Creative Sports 
Jamie Berman 
Pleasant Hill (925) 938-2255 
www.creativeflyshop.com 
 
Mountain Hardware & Sports 
Truckee (503) 587-4844 
 

Albright Fishing Products 

(800) 781-7703 
www.albrightflyfish.com 

 
The Trout Spot 
Rick Desrosiers 
Santa Clara (800) 822-7129 
www.thetroutspot.com 
 
ICON Products 
John Ryzanych 
Castro Valley (510) 881-8210 
www.iconproducts.com 

www.catchrelease.com 

 

Surf Inn 
Eric Cogdill 
Gualala, CA   
www.surfinngualala.com 
 
Uncharted Waters Fly Fishing 
Cliff Grodin (408) 838-1562 
www.unchartedwatersff.com 
 

Eagle Canyon Trophy Trout Lake 
Confluence Outfitters  
Red Bluff (888) 481-1650 
www.eaglecanyontrout.com 
 
Roy Gunter, Owner 
Goodwin Lake vacation rental 
Great rainbow trout fishing 
831-809-0316 
www.homeaway.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next meeting will be on November 21, at the Tracy Transit Station, at 7:00 pm. 
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