
General Membership Meeting (Tracy Fly Fishers) 
Our next meeting of the Tracy Fly Fishers will be on Wednesday, July 17th. 

Meeting location is the Transit Station at 50 E. Sixth St. 

Meeting starts at 7:00.  

Our guest speaker for July will be Tony Yap. He’ll talk to us about shad fishing. 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

FLY LINES & 

FISH TALES                                                                                 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prez says: 
 

I hope everyone made it 
through the recent spell of 
extreme heat that we 
experienced at the end of June, 
beginning of July.  It was 
something like 8 days in a row 

above 100 F.  When the heat 
first started, I decided to get up 
in the Sierra’s to beat the heat. 

We left around noon 
Saturday, and drove over 
Sonora Pass, watching the 
thunderheads build over the 
mountains in front of us.  I 
decided to stop right past the 
entrance to the Marine Base 
and try the West Walker as it 
started to leave Pickel 
Meadows.  I rigged my 4 wt. fly 
rod with a small bright pink 
Thingamabobber indicator and 
a #16 caddis pupa.  On my first 
cast into the riffles, a fish came 
up and tried to eat my indicator!  
I knew it was going to be a 
good evening.  Rather than just 
automatically switch to a dry I 
decided to continue with the  

 

 

nymph.  The thunderheads 
were still building and I didn’t 
know how long I would have to 
fish until I had to bail. I ended 
the evening catching numerous 
10-12 inch bright colored 
rainbows.  I had a larger fish on 
that I couldn’t move out of his 
slot and after about 30 seconds 
of back and forth he threw the 
hook.  All of these fish were 
very healthy and strong fighters 
that really put a bend in my rod.   

After spending the night 
at Topaz Lodge, I went back to 
the same area the next morning 
armed with an assortment of 
dry flies.  First cast of an Elk 
Hair caddis produced a quick 
rise and I was into fish right 
away.  Again, the results were 
much the same as the evening 
before.  These fish were not 
picky and every dry I threw 
produced. 

I am on vacation in 
Southern California with the 
family this week and was 
reminded of the water fight we 
have on our hands.   Many of 
the “Congress Created Dust  

 

 

Bowl” signs along the freeway 
now front healthy, thriving 
almond orchards.  It was 
distressing to find out that 
Caltrans has decided to remove 
Restore the Delta’s “Stop the 
Tunnels” signs from around our 
area, yet they leave the 
dustbowl signs.  Clearly 
politically motivated.   

Go to this link for more 
information:     

http://www.restorethedelt
a.org/take-action-caltrans-
crews-are-driving-through-the-
delta-confiscating-save-the-
delta-stop-the-tunnels/

 

-Steve 

 

July, 2013 
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July’s Monthly Meeting:  
Our guest speaker for July is Tony Yap……. 

 

“I have been involved in the sport of fly fishing for 
more than 35 years.  My casting stroke has been 
described as being smooth and effortless without 
sacrificing accuracy and distance.  Some of the 
highlights of my fly fishing activities are as follows: 

 

1. Lifetime member of Flycasters Inc. of San Jose, 
California, for more than 35 years.  Have 
helped with the club fly casting classes for most 
of those years. 

2. Life time member of the American Casting 
Association. 

3. Member of Federation of Fly Fisher. 
4. Certified casting instructor by American Casting 

Association. 
5. Member of Oakland Casting Club 
6. One time Honorary Member of Santa Cruz Fly 

Fishermen Club. 
7. Invited to do fly casting demonstrations for 

other fly fishing clubs and several stores during 
their promotional sales every year. 

8. Did some fly casting seminars for employees of 
private companies in SiliconValley. 

9. Taught fly casting classes for San Mateo 
College. 

10. Do private classes for groups and individuals. 
11. Team Captain for our club at the Fly Casting 

Decathlon Tournament held in San Francisco 
1983 and won most of the casting events. 

12. Tournament judge during the first World Games 
held in San Jose where 15 nations competed in 
casting events in 1981. 

13. Chairman for Flycaster Inc. Tournament 
Casting Team. 

14. Chairman for Flycaster Inc hosted public-
flycasting instructions that are held every 
summer. 

15. Received several awards from Flycasters Inc. 
of San Jose. 

16. For 11 years competed in regional and national 
casting tournaments hosted by the American 
Casting Association and won awards pins and 
medals.  Won the Grand National Champion for 
accuracy in my division in 2003 which was held 
in San Francisco. 

17. Besides the gold and silver medals I received at 
the ACA National Tournament in Dundee, 
Michigan, in 2005, I won the Grand National 
Champion for accuracy in my division.  I also 

won a coveted award as an All American 
Caster.  

18. Won first place in both distance and accuracy 
fly casting events at the Northern California 
Federation of fly Fisher Conclave in 
Sacramento 1990. 

19. Competed as one of the five member team 
representing United States in International 
Casting Tournament held in Slovenia 2002 
where 19 nations competed. 

20. Work for International Sport Exposition for more 
than 12 years as Flycasting instructor and fly 
casting coordinator during the show. 

21. Participated in wide range of fly fishing 
adventures which included catching bluegill, 
crappie, shad, stripe bass, large and small 
mouth bass, trout, steelhead, salmon, ocean 
perch, benito, mackerel, rock cod, tarpon, 
snook, shark, lady fish, rooster fish and dorado.  
I even caught a 70 pound stingray while fly 
fishing in Florida. Also caught permit in Belize. 

22. Fly Casting instructor for 6 years at San Jose 
Fly Shop program 

23. Featured in at least 3 newspaper articles 
regarding the sport of Fly fishing. 

24. One time technical advisor for Eddie Bauer 
during photo-shoot of models, both male and 
female, where the theme was flyfishing. 

25. Given a certificate of recognition as a Certified 
Master Caster Instructor in flycasting and 
casting by Western International Fly Fishing, a 
private club. 

26. First Place in Senior Men All Fly Accuracy, 
American Casting Association 2005. 

27. Won the Grand National Champion for 
accuracy in my division in 2003 which was held 
in Long Beach. 

28. Did some fly casting seminars in Loreto, 
Mexico, and the Bahamas for saltwater fly 
fisherman. 

29. In ACA 2011 National Tournament in Long 
Beach, I received 3 gold metals in All Fly 
Accuracy National Champion (my third) and 
broke the old national record of the same in 
division.  Received my 2nd All American Patch 
and a gold creel pin.  Came in second in All Fly 
Accuracy score in all divisions.” 

 
 
 
 
 



BOARD MEMBERS 
President  

Stephen Holtzclaw 408-674-
4065 

Vice President/Secretary 
Rudy Lazard (209-239-4478) 

Treasurer  
 Michael Carlson (925)216-2768 

Membership 
J.C. Poulton (925)225-9201 

Library & Casting 
Chuck Robbins (209)835-7812 

Programs 
Jeff Fadden (209-836-4158) 

Webmaster 
Ben Byng(209-612-5188) 

Raffle 
Dave Hiromoto (209-239-6200) 

Gary Phillips (925)829-7466 
Outings 

Bruce Germolus (209-836-9089) 
Logistics 

Pat Ferguson  (209)835-2981 
Trout in The Classroom and 

Conservation 
Rod Buchanan (209)815-0062 

Education 
Rick Clemens (209)346-2765 
Stan Elijah (209-8154657)  

Newsletter 
Mark McLean (209)836-3311 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tony Yap

 
Events, Outings & other news: 

TFF Club Outings For  2013: 
We have a great line up of outings planned for this year: 

1) Season Opener at White Pines Lake on 4/27.  

2) Fishing at Eagle Lake Bass Pond on 5/18. Moved to 5/25. 

3) Davis Lake June 20 – 23. 

4) North Fork of the Stanislaus River in July 27th. Rick to provide details. 

5) Alpine Lake Sept 27 – 29. ( Looking for a new Fish Miester. Stay tuned) 

6) Davis Lake Oct 18 – 20. 

7) Feather River in November. 

Great unplanned outings also result from joining us at the monthly general 
meetings and just talking to other members about common interests and 
the opportunity to get in some fishing and share gas expenses

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Support your local Parks and Recreation District 

Parks Make Life Better! Parks and recreation make lives and communities better now and in the future by 
providing access to the serenity and inspiration of nature; outdoor space to play and exercise; facilities for 
self-directed and organized recreation; positive alternatives for youth which help lower crime and mischief; 
and activities that facilitate social connections, human development, therapy, the arts, and lifelong learning. 
Check out our Parks and Community Services Video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwFAe7V8pio&feature=channel_page 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwFAe7V8pio&feature=channel_page


  

Davis Lake, June 20 -23  
Once again our Lake Davis outing resulted in a lot of nice catches and plenty of food at the Friday night pot 
luck. The only thing missing this year was all the wind. We actually had several days of relative calm.

 
Fish on! (that’s Ben under the hat.) 

 

 
Another nice one for Jeff. 

 
Mike with a nice 18 incher. 

 

 
Pot luck with Ben, Kyle, Dick, Bruce, Mike 

and Jeff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tracy Fly Fishers’ Board of Directors meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Safeway grocery store’s Community 

Room at 1801 W. 11th Street.  The next board meeting will be held on Aug 7th, 2013, at 7:00 pm.  The Board meetings are open to 

all TFF members.  Stop by and see what goes on “behind the scenes” of your club! 

 
Wish to make a difference locally?  The Delta is our backyard.  Check out the CSPA website and sign up for their action alerts at: 

 CSPA, California Sportfishing Protection Alliance  or www.calsport.org/  
 

 

http://www.calsport.org/
http://www.calsport.org/


Education: 
Rick and Stan have put together a great program for 2013. Remaining events are listed below……. 
 
Golden Trout Award is back. 
Be recognized as a TFF Golden Trout recipient upon completion of selected tasks in some of the following 
categories: Literature (reading), Conservation, Entomology, Outing participation, contribute to club events, 
Casting, Knots, Fly Tying, Rod Building and Membership Drive. More details to follow! 

 

Entomology. April 13th at 2 mile Bar. Date moved to May 11th. Flows were too high on the 11th. New date will 
be announced once flows are lower.  Stand by! 
 
Rod Building. June (3 days). completed 
   
Casting in the Park with Chuck is back, the second Wednesday of the month. Don’t miss monthly fly casting 
instruction with the master. Dr. Powers Park at 6:00 pm. Aug 14th is the next session..

 

A priceless benefit included in your membership!  Remember, your membership 
includes the whole family. Bring the kids out and see how they do.

                     

Conservation: 
The Asian Clam continues to be a major issue for waterways all over the country including Lake Tahoe. 
Here’s an article from late last year on the efforts to slow down its growth in Lake Tahoe’s Emerald Bay. 
Similar blanketing methods have successfully been used in Lake George N.Y. in the Adirondacks. (see below 
link) 
http://www.stoptheasianclam.info/ 

 

 

Asian clams being suffocated to protect Emerald Bay 
ON: OCTOBER 31, 2012,  

By Kathryn Reed 
Asian clams are expected to always be a reality in Lake Tahoe. But an $810,000, yearlong project is under 
way to keep them from taking over Emerald Bay. 

http://www.stoptheasianclam.info/


With it estimated that 95 percent of the people who launch a boat at Lake Tahoe make their way to Emerald 
Bay, keeping that inlet as pristine as possible is not only good for the environment, but for tourism – aka the 
economy. 

Excretion from the clams creates algae blooms, which makes the nearshore, or beach area, unappealing to 
swim in, look at or paddle over. The bay has about 10 acres of nearshore. 

These are not clams one eats – mostly because it would take too long to get a forkful. They are about 2 to 3 
centimeters, with some 1-2 millimeters – like a grain of sand. 

Another reason to eliminate the Asian clams is that they produce calcium – which Lake Tahoe doesn’t 
naturally have much of. And calcium is needed for quagga mussels to survive and thrive. To date, that 
aquatic invasive specie has not turned up in Tahoe. It is the critter that has devastated Lake Mead in 
Southern Nevada. 

Allison Gamble with the Tahoe Environmental Research Center said it will be impossible to ever eradicate 
the clams from Lake Tahoe, but controlling them and eliminating them from key locations are the goals. 

The earliest recording of this invasive clam at Tahoe was 2002, but it took six years for them to be a problem. 
A year later, 2009, was when the Aquatic Invasive Species Program rolled out. This included boat 
inspections, which look for Asian clams. Most likely the clams arrived via a boat’s bilge. 

While scientists know the Asian clams are in Donner Lake, they were surprised when told by a photographer 
with the Reno Gazette-Journal that she found some in the Truckee River. There is no monitoring program on 
the river. 
Clam control 
On Oct. 25 a team of divers began covering 5 acres at the mouth of Emerald Bay with a biomass material 
made of shredded aspen that is then covered with a rubber mat. The purpose is to smoother the clams. This 
is all being done in about 15-feet of water, with 25 feet being about the deepest. 

Looking over a boat it’s easy to see the black covering the sand. Crews should be done placing the mats by 
the end of November. During this time boats may still access Emerald Bay, but there could be a bit of a delay 
if divers are in the water. 

Brant Allen with UC Davis is one of those divers. On Tuesday he described it as an “exhausting day of work.” 
The mats that are rolled out by two divers weigh 300 pounds on land and not much less under water. 

It takes about 30 minutes to unroll each mat. Two hundred thirty-eight mats need to be placed on the lake 
bottom. The project also includes 25 tons of rebar that cover 10 miles, and 17,000 rivets. 

The goal is to suffocate the clams by extinguishing their oxygen supply. Scientists have access points to 
check the site on what will likely be a monthly basis until all of the material is removed a year from now. 

They live just under the sand. When shells are visible, it means the clam is dead. 

Other points of interest 
Steve Chilton with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said, “AIS is the largest threat to the ecosystem.” 

Most of the clams are on the south end of the lake. Emerald Bay is the farthest point north and west they 
have been found. 

“The economic impact of Emerald Bay to Lake Tahoe and the region cannot be overstated,” Dan Shaw, 
environmental scientist with California State Parks said. The bay is state parks land.About 1,000 boats a day 
come into the bay on peak summer days. Shaw told Lake Tahoe News a camera was set up this summer to 
record the speed of boats, but because so many come through the mouth it was impossible to gather that 
data. 

To pay for the project, California Water Board allocated $458,220 and $352,000 came from the Southern 
Nevada Public Lands Management Act. The latter source of funding will be exhausted in 2014, so where 
money will come from for future projects is an unknown. 

 



Fishing with a buddy: 
At our last installation dinner Jeff Fadden and I 
were fortunate enough to win a trip with Rich 
Lobrovich to Crittenden Reservoir, Nevada. When 
we asked Rich where it was he told us it was out in 
the middle of nowhere. He was absolutely right. 

I’ve attached a few pictures from our trip and would 
be glad to provide more details if you are  

interested. We’ll probably present this one at our 
December general meeting. All I can say at this 
point is that if Rich offers this trip again and you 
love sleeping on the lakes edge, great 
companionship, and catching the largest trout and 
possibly bass of your life you should consider 
bidding on this one. Jeff and I give it five stars. 

 

 
Crittenden is a beautiful place to hang out. 

 

 

 

 
Jeff getting an early start. 

 
 

 

 

 

Rich with a beautiful rainbow. (large net required) 

 

 

 
One hour during day 2 Rich caught 15 bass.

 



OUR SPONSORS: CALL THEM- USE THEM- SUPPORT THEM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fly Shop 

Mike Michalak/Tim Fox 

Redding (800) 699-3474 

www.flyshop.com 
 

Sawmill Lake Fly Fishing 
Joe Cerniglia 

Truckee 530 582-5393 
 

Sierra Anglers 
Bob Nakagawa 

Modesto (209) 572-2212 
www.sierraanglers.com 

 
Sierra Stream & Mountain 

Chico (503) 345-4261 
www.sierrastreamflyshop.com/ 

  
Delta Stripers 

Jerry Neuburger 
Lodi (209) 369-5752 

www.deltastripers.com 
 

Meadow Cliff Lodge and RV 
Resort 

Coleville, CA (530) 495-2255 
www.meadowcliff.com 

 
 Sea Level Fly Fishing 

Ray Hutcherson 
Sacramento (510) 908-1809 

www.sealevelflyfish.com  
 

American Fly Fishing 
Gary Eban/Peter Blackman 

Sacramento (530) 587-7333 
www.americanflyfishing.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Thy Rod & Staff 
Frank Pisciotta 

Truckee (530) 587-7333 
www.cyberfly.com 

 
Kiene’s Fly Shop 

Bill Kiene 
Sacramento (800) 400-0359 

www.kiene.com  
 

 
Excellent Adventures 

Al Smatsky 
Lodi (209) 368-9261 

www.excellentadventures.org 

 
Creative Sports 

Jamie Berman 
Pleasant Hill (925) 938-2255 

www.creativeflyshop.com 
 

Mountain Hardware & Sports 
Truckee (503) 587-4844 

 
Albright Fishing Products 

(800) 781-7703 
 

The Trout Spot 
Rick Desrosiers 

Santa Clara (800) 822-7129 
www.thetroutspot.com 

 
ICON Products 
John Ryzanych 

Castro Valley (510) 881-8210 
www.iconproducts.com 

www.catchrelease.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Surf Inn 
Eric Cogdill 

Gualala, CA   
www.surfinngualala.com 

 
Uncharted Waters Fly Fishing 

Cliff Grodin (408) 838-1562 
www.unchartedwatersff.com 

 

Eagle Canyon Trophy Trout 
Lake 

Confluence Outfitters  
Red Bluff (888) 481-1650 

www.eaglecanyontrout.com 
 

 
Roy Gunter, Owner 

Goodwin Lake vacation rental 
Great rainbow trout fishing 

831-809-0316 
www.homeaway.com 

 
   

Jay Murakoshi 
Baja Fly Fishing  

  Adventures Specializing in fly 
fishing for Roosters, Dorado,Jack  

   Cravelle and other species 
down in Baja 

 www.bajaflyfishingadventures.com 

                             667 E. Cole Ave   
Fresno, Ca 93720   

(559) 449-0679 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Our next meeting will be on July 17, at the Transit Station at 50 E. Sixth St. 
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