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Prez sez:

Had	  a	  great	  time	  on	  the	  Kistler	  Ranch	  
outing	  last	  month.	  This	  was	  my	  8irst	  time	  
there	  and	  I	  was	  very	  impressed.	  I	  only	  
caught	  a	  couple	  in	  the	  morning	  but	  
others	  did	  much	  better.	  I	  was	  surprised	  
to	  catch	  another	  ten	  or	  so	  in	  the	  
afternoon.	  This	  place	  is	  awesome	  and	  
only	  an	  hour	  out	  from	  Tracy.	  As	  
advertised	  we	  had	  the	  whole	  place	  to	  
ourselves,	  all	  twelve	  of	  us.	  Lunch	  break	  
was	  high	  quality,	  great	  food	  cooked	  by	  
Ben,	  Mike	  and	  Steve,	  and	  getting	  to	  meet	  
and	  talk	  with	  members	  I	  barely	  knew.	  

When	  I	  got	  home	  I	  realized	  that	  I	  had	  lost	  
my	  watch	  somewhere	  on	  the	  ranch.	  I	  
went	  back	  the	  following	  Tuesday,	  got	  to	  
meet	  and	  talk	  with	  Steve	  Kistler,	  and	  
actually	  managed	  to	  8ind	  my	  watch	  in	  the	  
grass	  near	  where	  we	  had	  lunch.

We	  also	  had	  the	  Alpine	  Lake	  outing	  
scheduled.	  The	  day	  before	  the	  outing	  I	  
saw	  the	  forecast	  saying	  that	  Arnold	  might	  
see	  some	  snow.	  Still	  waiting	  to	  hear	  
about	  how	  the	  outing	  went	  or	  if	  people	  
were	  able	  to	  make	  it.

We	  also	  had	  a	  couple	  members	  make	  a	  
trip	  to	  Belize.	  Heard	  that	  things	  went	  

pretty	  good.	  We’ll	  have	  to	  see	  if	  we	  can	  
get	  Craig	  to	  give	  us	  a	  presentation	  on	  the	  
entire	  trip.

Davis	  Lake	  is	  coming	  up	  quickly.	  This	  is	  
another	  one	  of	  those	  trips	  that	  you	  really	  
won’t	  appreciate	  until	  you	  try	  it.	  Jeff	  and	  I	  
are	  putting	  together	  some	  slides	  to	  give	  
you	  a	  preview	  of	  what	  it’s	  like	  there.	  This	  
is	  one	  of	  my	  favorites.

Hope	  to	  see	  all	  of	  you	  at	  the	  May	  meeting.

-‐Mark
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TFF Activity Calendar 
May 14 Casting at Dr Powers Park with Chuck Robbins- 6 PM

May 21 Meeting

June 4- Board Meeting- all are welcome

June 20-22 Davis Lake Fishout

Hidden Talent Sought

Would  you want to see your talents added 

to the newsletter? Do you recall an incident 
that you could put to pen or just have 
incriminating photos of nekkid fish out of 
water or fishout report? Budding writers & 
photographers can send their submissions 
to:

craiggittings@sbcglobal.net

mailto:craiggittings@sbcglobal.net
mailto:craiggittings@sbcglobal.net


Casting instruction at Dr. Powers Park with Chuck 
Robbins, the clubʼs own Certified Casting Instructor, 
provides instruction for any and all that seek him out. 
From basic introduction to improving your loops and 
double haul. Look for Chuck Robbins on May 14th, 6 PM 
for our Casting in the Park with Chuck Robbins.

Steve Potter, the West coastʼs premier bass bug tyer, will hold 
a fly tying class in June which will focus on “The simple and 
effective deer hair spinning and tying techniques”. Class is full. 
Six lucky club  members will learn that big thumbs are 
sometimes a good thing.

If you are viewing this within a PDF, just click the following hot 
link: www.tracyflyfishers.org.

 Bruce Germolus

June 20-22 Lake Davis

Late July TBD- Milton Reservoir 

Sept 27 Lake Alpine

Oct TBD- Feather River Steelhead

May Guest Speaker
Mikey Weir

Cal Trout’s Conservation Work

Growing up in the Sierra Foothills, Mikey was always close to Nature.  Spending a lot of time at the Lakes and 
Rivers, he learned to fish and tie flies at a young age. With the move to Lake Tahoe, he began to split his time 
between snowboarding in the winters and fly-fishing in the summers.  Mikey spent 15 seasons fishing and guiding 
the waters of the Truckee, Carson, Walker rivers and surrounding waters.  In 2001 he started BURL Productions 
specializing in adventure and outdoor films.  Notable titles to his credit include; FISH EYE Videos, Trout Bum 
Dairies 1, SOULFISH 1 and 2, and CALI RUSH. Mikey currently works for California Trout helping to protect 
California’s Trout, Salmon, Steelhead, and blue ribbon waters. He will give a video tour of some of  the projects he 
has been working on in the past year and a half.  Mikey will cover both the fishing and CalTrout’s conservation work 
in a number of areas including the East Carson, Truckee, Hat Creek, Pit River, Fall River, North Coast Steelhead, 
So Cal Steelhead, Golden Trout Wilderness, and Tahoe Area. Hopefully, we can get him to talk about fishing the 
North Coast with Yvon Chouinard of  Patagonia products, for coastal steelhead. If not, perhaps during dinner. All are 
invited.

TFF Educational Opportunities TFF Outings

http://www.tracyflyfishers.org
http://www.tracyflyfishers.org


Where did all the water go???

File this under Conservation 

Is the second shoe about to drop? Last fall 
Anglo-American, the primary financial backer, 
pulled out of the Pebble Mine project. Now Rio 
Tinto withdraws from Pebble Mine by giving their 
19 percent interest or $18 million worth of 
Northern Dynasty Minerals  Ltd. to two Alaska 
charities, and there by giving Alaskans a say in 
its development. The EPA had announced a 
stricter review process that would delay any 
forward momentum in the project for a year or 
more to even prohibiting the development. No 
decision has been made at the EPA. 

Odd bed fellows- one of the charities, Bristol 
Bay Native Corp.,  had been among the fiercest 
opponents of the Pebble mine, suddenly has a 
stake in the project's success. By giving your 
adversary an interest in a project might be a way 
to win over your opposition. But lacking any 
financial clout might provide the death blow 
needed to put this project to rest. Northern 
Dynasty, once valued at $21 a share on the 
NYSE in 2011 now trades under 90 cents. 
Penny stocks anyone?

Metals Giant Rio Tinto Withdraws from Pebble 
Mine | Local News - KTUU.com Anchorage

In latest blow to Pebble prospect, mining giant 
Rio Tinto is pulling out | Business | ADN.com

American Rivers announced today (April 9) that 
it has deemed the San Joaquin the most 
endangered River in America. Most Endangered 
Rivers in America: 2014 Stephanie Pappas, 
Senior writer of Livescience writes, “California's 
current drought is not doing its rivers any favors. 
But the San Joaquin, California's second-longest 
river, was in trouble even before the drought.”

Water4Fish.org reports that the  “National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) bows to 
political pressure and abandons salmon 
protections”. Deep pockets of water districts out 
spent all others in order pump more water south. 

In a reoccurring theme, “Water flows to money”, 
as Barbara Barrigan-Parrllla reports how a 
Billionaires’ influence is  felt in state’s water 
policy

Water defies the properties of gravity when it 
comes to agriculture and this drought. Check 
this  out, Water flows uphill? Maybe. Water 
districts  hope to get approval as early as June 
that would enable them to tap into the water 
headed south in order to keep their crops alive 
by actually reversing the flow of the CVA.

Yellowstone Lakes’s invasive Lake Trout are 
finally in decline after 1.4 million of the fish were 
removed at a cost of $2 million annually.

If you can’t take a kid fishing, then take an old fart with 
you. Both will appreciate and cherish the day on the water.
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“Only when the last tree has been felled, the last river poisoned and the last fish caught will man know that he cannot eat money.”
Cree Indian Proverb

Help Save California’s Last Wild River
If you won’t do it, who will?

No Strip Mines in the Headwaters of the Wild & Scenic Smith River! 
The foreign-owned Red Flat Nickel Corporation is proposing exploratory drilling as the first phase of a strip mine 
for nickel on public land in the headwaters of the Smith River, which is one of the premier “salmon strongholds” 

along the Pacific Coast.  The Smith is exceptional  -- it’s the last major undammed river in California and over 300 miles 

of the river is included in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

 

Thanks to the work of California Trout, Smith River Alliance and others --- most of the Smith River is protected from 

mining by the Smith River National Recreation Area which was passed by the 101st Congress and signed by George 

Bush in 1990.  However, approximately 45,000 acres of the North Fork Smith in Oregon is outside of the protection of 

the National Recreation Area which stops at the Oregon/California border.  For more on the proposed mine read last 

weekend’s SFGate story.

 

The good news is Oregon’s Senator Wyden will introduce legislation to withdraw these public lands from mining.  We 

need our California Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer to co-sponsor this legislation.  We also need 

Congressmen Jared Huffman and Mike Thompson to help.  They both know the Smith River and have been and can 

continue to be valuable partners in preventing this serious threat to wild trout, salmon, and the local communities who 

rely on the Smith River for their drinking water.

 

Please take a minute and send an email to your representatives urging them to continue protecting the Smith River.  

Email addresses and suggested copy are below. All you have to do is copy and paste the below and add your name. 

How easy is that. A stamped letter will carry more weighting, if you have the notion to send off a letter as well. You will 

get a response from your representatives.

 

Senator Feinstein email: https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/e-mail-me

Senator Boxer email: http://www.boxer.senate.gov/en/contact/policycomments.cfm

Congressman Huffman email: https://huffman.house.gov/contact/email-me

Congressman Thompson email: https://mikethompson.house.gov/contact/email-me

 

Dear Senator/Congressman:

 

Thank you for your outstanding partnership over the years to protect the Smith River in northern California.  As you 

know, the Smith is one of our most treasured Wild and Scenic Rivers and it is also one of the premier “strongholds” for 

wild salmon and trout along the Pacific Coast.

 

I am contacting you to ask for your assistance to help prevent a foreign company from locating a strip mine in the 

headwaters of the Smith River and on adjacent lands in the headwaters of the Wild and Scenic Illinois River.  Please 

work with Senator Wyden, Congressman DeFazio, and the Secretaries of Agriculture and Interior to see that these 

critically important trout and salmon habitat areas are never strip mined.

 

Thank you in advance for your help.

 

Sincerely, 



Nekkid fish page
Corey’s last words, “I’m going 

fishing... wish me Luck.” 

Corey’s fishing partner, Vaughn 
Willett,  revealed that, “Wind was not 
a major impediment early in the day, 
but began to blow hard after 
noontime.   We were off the water 
mid-afternoon.

Pretty low-key day, overall, with 
enough fish to keep it interesting 
during the morning/incoming tide--
nice photo of Corey attached.”

Based on the photo, they appear to 
have located cooperative fish. Upon 
his  return, Corey downplayed his 
day on the water. “All I did was cast 
and strip the fly and hand the camera 
to Vaughn.” At least Vaughn knows 
how to capture the moment. Nice 
smile, Corey. You finally got out of 
the house?

Derrol Hammer shows us what awaited him at 
the Kistler Ranch fishout. This is his first bass 
on a fly he tied. Do you think he is hooked on 
both bass and fly tying? Very nice photo, 
Derrol. Below are photos that captured the 
moment at Kistler. Some came to fish, while 
others came for the food. 

Do you want to live vicariously through others? Or do you have a photo and story that might key interest in others? You do 
not even have to be a good story teller. We can make it up for you. As Samuel Clemons is quoted, “Why let the facts get in 
the way of a good story.” And he made a livelihood out of his stories. You can send them anonymously or we can give you 
credit. Send your fish pics and details to craiggittings@sbcglobal.net and you can see your stories in print.

mailto:craiggittings@sbcglobal.net
mailto:craiggittings@sbcglobal.net


As evidenced above, Frank Rodriquez is getting better at taking 
photos. Next, he promises to center the subject. On a recent 
Excellent Adventures’ trip to Belize, Al Tom, Frank’s boat partner 
was able to check his backing three  times before boating his 
prize. Apparently, the Spey guru at the Oakland Casting Ponds 
can fish single handed rods as well. This permit was caught on a 
back cast presentation, that followed an errant forward cast. Al 
reports that Frank did a good job with the video as well, but he 
forgot to hit the record button on the camera. Al  is currently 
seeking future boat partners that are familiar and capable with 
both cameras and video and willing to take photos on future 
trips. Al, its called wide angle shots.

Name the angler. Answer on the next page

Why ruin a good fish pic with the angler’s mug? Yes, the fish 
gods were kind to some in Belize. This was a first shot, one cast, 
and one short strip fish, followed by a 150 yard run to the edge of 
the flats. Luckily for the angler, there were no coral heads and 
just sea grass on this particular flat. Knowing when to say, 
“When”, his boat partner, Pheo, followed with an incredible 20 
shots at over 55 permit the rest of the high tide and yet no prize. 
Why ruin a perfect record? Hunting for tailing permit is more than 
half the game. Leave that to the guide. You still  have to see them 
and make a cast that counts. If you are off by just a foot, these 
nervous fish spook easily, and exit the flats into deep water in 
seconds, never to be seen again. Fly of choice was a Bauer crab 
pattern the size of a nickel. Just add wind to make it interesting 
and bring your A Game. If you can’t cast, just forget about it. 
Pheo would argue otherwise.

It is not always about the fishing
A side trip to the Mayan ruins added to the cultural 
experience of the area. The late afternoons and evenings in 
San Ignacio, Belize were also memorable. BBQ chicken and 
fresh tamales purchased from street vendors held us over 
until dinner time along with the buckets of Belikan beer. When 
a large contingent of Southern Baptist showed up at our hotel 
in order to save the savage Belizeans, it pretty much 
changed the earlier quiet ambiance of the facilities, unless 
you bought into it. The (Mayan) Caracol  Archaeological  
Reserve near the border of Guatemala required a military 
escort into and out the park. Tourists had been kidnapped for 
ransom money in the past. Once inside the Reserve, tourist 
police were scattered around the ruins. Still not certain who 
they were guarding, the ruins or the tourists.

Guards watching our backs or backpacks

Back at the hotel things were in full rival mode. We probably 
should have moved, but didn’t, feeling somewhat safe for the 
time being. Next thing you know, probably taken up by the 
moment or possibly those mushrooms offered by our tour 
guide while promoting his side business as the local herbalist 
earlier  in the day, but the participation in the full body 
baptism at the pool took my breath away. I still  have cuts and 
bruises from my baptizer standing on my chest with his hands 
throttled around my neck during the submersion process. Still 
not certain what he was saying as sound doesn’t travel  well 
under water- something about “Casting off all  demons!” If this 
had taken place down at the river as originally planned, the 
outcome scenario would have left me in real trouble; still lost, 
shoeless, and hungry in the jungle after fleeing this friendly 
bunch.  The last sense of reality I can recall was when the 
tour guide said with grin, “If you eat these mushrooms, you 
will  see everything.” I thought he meant it would restore my 
visual acuity. Al told me later that I was imitating the howling 
monkeys from earlier in the day shortly after ingestion, and 
was afraid of getting arrested for association alone. 

What happens in Guatemala, stays in Guatemala, unless it 
pours back over the border into Belize. The resulting 
psychosis and liver problems appear to be subsiding. Not 
sure I would try the mushrooms again, if they were offered,  
as it leaves you with a knotting, empty feeling, not to mention 
soiled pants. Now I know what the tour guide meant by 
“seeing everything”. Trust me, you don’t really want to see 
everything. Still  have to resort to glasses for my vision, now 
that the effects have worn off, but lost my glasses during the 
ordeal. Just waiting now for the delayed symptoms of the 
street food and carry adult depends with me at all  times. Not 
sure if Al Smatsky wanted any of this mentioned about the 
pre fishing stuff, but there you have it.
                                                                               Craig

Recent Fishing trips to Belize
Permit on my mind, as well as tarpon and bonefish.



The Tracy Fly Fishers’ meet on the third Wednesday of each month at the Tracy Transit Station located at 50 Sixth St. Club 
Meetings normally begin at 7 p.m.

The Tracy Fly Fishers’ Board of Directors meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Safeway grocery store’s 
Community Room (behind the Floral Dept) at 1801 W. 11th Street. The Board meetings are open to all TFF members. Board 
Meetings begin at 7 p.m. Stop by and see what goes on “behind the scenes” of your club! Make your concerns known.

Wish to make a difference locally? The Delta is our backyard. Check out the CSPA  website and sign up for their action alerts 
at: California Sportfishing Protection Alliance, CSPA   This is a clickable link for folks reading this at their computer.

Show up to the Spey O Rama at the Golden Gate Park 
Casting Ponds and you get a chance to chum it up with the 
BC Honeys. August, Kara Knight, April  Volkey and Al Tom 
exhibit their pick up  artist moves. Kara was one of the 
Women Spey casters/participants, while the rest were there to 
show their support at the event.

Feel up to the challenge? Liquid Gold is a nice romp in the 
Southern Sierra in search of Golden Trout. Writer, Cal  Trout 
Historian, Craig Ballenger, along with Dusty and George 
Revel and few nondescript individuals seek out Golden Trout 
in the Upper Kern Basin. Video is by Keith Bruaneis.  
Liquid Gold on Vimeo

                             Answer to “Name the Angler”
                                    Smuckers’ Mary Ellen

Part of the Caracol Archaeological Reserve in Belize
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More Belize photos

Jim Broadbent sends this photo with the following 
remarks, “Hey Craig, does that permit make me 
ass look fat?” 
Jim continues with, “My fish took off like a bat out 
of h---, but I really expected a longer run.(250ft)   I 
had the advantage cause it went in to deep water,
so all I had to do was keep the pressure on and 
wait him out.
  
To the lower right, Keith Nelson shows off his prize 
as well. Below is Frank with his bonefish and 
Pheo with the only tarpon landed on the trip. The 
guide told Pheo he made a bad cast, so he did a 
fast retrieve to recast. That is when the tarpon hit 
his fly. Tarpon had been following the flies back to 
the boat and we could see their response to the 
retrieves. Went with a double handed retrieve and 
got bit, jumped, but no prize to the boat. perhaps 
next time.



The Fly Shop
Mike Michalak

Redding 800-699-3474
www.flyshop.com

Sierra Anglers
Bob Nakagawa

Modesto 209-572-2212
www.sierrsanglers.com

Sierra Stream & Mountain
Chico 503-345-4261

www.sierrastreamflyshop.com

Delta Stripers
Jerry Neuberger

Lodi 209-369-5752
www.deltastripers.com

Meadow Cliff Lodge and RV 
Resort

Coleville, CA 503-495-2255
www.meadowcliff.com

Sea Level Fly Fishing
Ray Hutcherson

Sacramento 510-908-1809
www.sealevelflyfish.com

American Fly Fishing
Gary Eban/Peter Blackman
Sacramento 800-410-1222

www.americanflyfishing.com

Thy Rod & Staff
Frank Pisciotta

Truckee 530-587-7333
www.cyberfly.com

Excellent Adventures
Al Smatsky

Lodi 209-368-9261
www.excellentadventures.org 

Fish West-Sacramento
(formerly Kiene’s Fly Shop)
Sacramento 800-400-0359

www.kiene.com

Creative Sports
Jamie Berman

Pleasant Hill 925-938-2255
www.creativeflyshop.com 

Mountain Hardware & Sports
Truckee 503-587-4844

Albright Fishing Products
800-781-7703

www.albrightflyfish.com

The Trout Spot
Rick Derosiers

Santa Clara 800-822-7129
www.thetroutspot.com

ICON Products
John Ryzanych

Castro Valley 510-881-8210
www.iconproducts.net
www.catchrelease.com

Surf Inn
Ed Gogdill

Gualala 888-451-7873
www.surfinngualala.com

Eagle Canyon Trophy Trout 
Lake

Confluence Outfitters
Red Bluff 888-481-1650

www.eaglecanyontrout.com
Goodwin Lake Vacation Rental

Roy Gunter
831-809-0316

www.homeaway.com

Baja Fly Fishing
Jay Murakoshi

Fresno 559-449-0679
www.bajaflyfisihngadventures.com

Geo Poly Fly Fishing
Rich Lobrovich

Salt Lake 801-910-6600
www.geopolyflyfishing.com

Indian Creek Lodge
Douglas City 530-623-6294

www.iclodge.net

Tiger T’s Guide Service
Todd LeBoef 

Redding 530-222-2728
www.riverfishingnorcal.com

Bass Pro Shops
Cliff Sullivan

Manteca
209-825-8400

 www.basspro.com

OUR SPONSORS
  CALL THEM, USE THEM, SUPPORT  THEM

CLICKABLE LINKS BELOW
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