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Prez sez:

The summer and the fishing season are 
going by fast (as usual). 

Last week I was backpacking out of 
Tuolumne Meadows in Yosemite. We 
were going after that large population of  
brook trout you can read about in Mattie 
Lake. Although the road from the 120 
entrance to Yosemite Valley was closed 
due to fire the Tuolumne Meadows area 
was not really impacted by the fire. Stan 
Elijah, my oldest son Brian, and I made 
a noble attempt at attacking this lake 
but never quite reached it. After failing 
to find a cross over point from the 
Pacific Crest trail to the trail to Mattie 
Lake we decided to just spend some 
time continuing down the Tuolumne 
River. This ended up being a great back 
up plan. We saw some of Yosemite’s 
most beautiful waterfalls and came 
across some great pools for fishing and 
swimming. We caught a lot of small fish 
but while packing along the river saw 
some much bigger fish just hanging out. 
It was great spending time with my son 
and getting to know Stan better. We 
covered over 20 miles and I lost almost 
8 pounds. 

This trail was moderate in difficulty but 
there are a lot of trails in Yosemite 

passing through nice fishing areas that 
are easier. 

We have the Tracy Taste of Valley Art & 
Food festival (formally the Tracy Bean 
Fest) coming up Sept 6, and 7. We 
have several people signed up to work 
our booth the two days but if you are 
interested please let me know. Also, if 
you have any pictures that help 
illustrate our club mission, please send 
them to me. I’m working on putting 
together posters to use at the booth.

I hope all of you enjoying the season. If 
not, get down to our August meeting 
and get something going!

Mark
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TFF Activity Calendar 
Aug 13 Casting instruction with Chuck Robbins, but you have to call  him

Aug 20  General club meeting at the Tracy Transit Station- Belize 

September 3 Board meeting- all are invited

Hidden Talent Sought

Would  you want to see your talents added 

to the newsletter? Do you recall an incident 
that you could put to pen or just have 
incriminating photos of nekkid fish out of 
water or fishout report? Budding writers & 
photographers can send their submissions 
to:

craiggittings@sbcglobal.net
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Casting instruction is available at Dr. Powers Park with 
Chuck Robbins. The clubʼs only  Certified Casting 
Instructor, provides instruction, from basic introduction to 
improving your loops and double haul, for any and all 
that seek him out.  If you are interested in improving your 
casting, Chuck will be more than happy  to assist. Contact 
him at 209 835-7812 or his cell # at 209 471-5931

Interested in Beginning Fly Tying instruction? Ben Byng  has 4 
students signed up, but needs two more to start the class. 
Contact Benonthefly@sbcglobal.net and get signed up.

 Bruce Germolus

Sept 27 Lake Alpine

Oct TBD- Feather River Steelhead

TFF Educational Opportunities TFF Outings

"Angling is extremely time consuming. That's sort of the whole point." - Thomas McGuane

August 20: Club Meeting at the Tracy Transit Station - 6:30 pm.  

Belize flyfishing opportunities abound off its coast. It is home to the second largest barrier reef in the world 
right off the coast of Belize and makes it an excellent opportunity for diving and snorkeling in pristine 
waters. The waters are uncrowded and flats fishing is incredible. Shots at bonefish, tarpon, snook and 
permit immediately come to mind. Come see why fly fishing is not just trout fishing. 

Mark your calendar for Sept. 19-21 Fly Fishing Faire in Mammoth Lakes. Information and registration opens for the 
general public Sunday, (7/13) at southwestcouncilfff.org/faire. The event is sponsored as a community service by the 
Southwest Council International Federation of Fly Fishers, headquarters in Mammoth is at Cerro Coso Community 
College. Faire hours are Fri., 9-5; Sat., 9-5; and Sun., 9-3. 

Registration is $15 adult; ages 16-years and younger free; $20 per family. Eastern Sierra resident admission is $10. A 
single admission is good for all Faire days. Some workshops and seminars are included in the admission; other classes 
will have separate registration, materials or participation fees. 

About 100 International Federation of Fly Fishers volunteers plus local professional guides will conduct hands-on 
education sessions ranging from beginning fly-tying and fly-casting classes, conservation seminars, entomology, 
techniques, rod building, area tours, just for women outings to on-the-river activities.

You do not cease to 
fish because you get 

old. You get old 
because you cease 

to fish!
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Where did all the water go???
"Conservation is fair and honest dealing with the future, usually at some cost to the immediate present." 

                 (Roderick Haig-Brown, taken from Measure of the Year, 1950)

A Relentless Drought Is Forcing Las Vegas to Take 
Extreme Measures of all places.

While under a severe drought, ground water has “saved 
our bacon”. But what about subsequent years?

Millions of anchovies invade San Diego. Check out this 
video of bait balls close to shore.

The proposed twin tunnel by pass around the delta has 
some hidden consequences. Property Tax Hikes Without 
Voter Approval May Fund California Delta Water 
Tunnel Project. Why didn’t Gov. Brown tell us how  he was 
going to fund his project? Read the article here.

The New  York Times’ Upshot has an interactive map 
depicting the spread of the drought across the U.S. 

The Chilean Government rejects $8 billion dam project 
within the less populated expanse of  Patagonia. If you 
have ever traveled to the pristine area of  Southern Chile, 
referred to as Patagonia, one would ask themselves, 
“Why?” The dam project would also require 1000 miles of 
transmission lines, some through old growth forests, to 
help satisfy the electrical needs of the copper mines to the 
north of Santiago.  Full article is here.

The confluence of the Baker and Chacabuco Rivers in Patagonia 

Mississippi River’s agricultural runoff creates a “dead 
zone” in the Gulf of Mexico the size of Connecticut- over 
5,500 square miles. Is this the price for progress?

Closer to home
With Boca’s outlet 
completely shut off 
overnight, plenty of 
fish were stranded in 
the extreme lower 
Little Truckee. A small 
group of concerned 
local anglers/ local 
guides and CDFW with 
e l e c t r o s h o c k 
e q u i p m e n t t r y t o 
rescue doomed fish.

Photos are courtesy of 
Garret t Str ick land, 
o w n e r o f  R e e l 
Adventures On the Fly 
and Stefan McLeod. 
Here is a news video 
of the incident that led 
to the effor t save 
stranded fish below 
Boca Reservoir.
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TRINITY RIVER FISHING REPORT – July 27, 2014 
by E. B. Duggan, “D” Fishing Guide

Is the Trinity dying? Will the Trinity River suffer the same fate as the Eel River? Water temperatures on 
the Lower Klamath and the Lower Trinity Rivers have been running 70 to 75 degrees almost every day 
now for the last four weeks. The moss on the bottom of the river, in some places, covers the bottom of 
the river. In my 22 years as a professional fishing guide on the Trinity River I can’t ever remember 
seeing the river in this poor of condition. I remember watching the Eel River go this way many many 
years ago and look what has happened to it! If the Trinity River continues down this road I can for see 
the same things happening to it. For the month of July BOR has averaged shipping 2,800cfs to the 
Sacramento and south while at the same time only allowing 450cfs to go down the Trinity and out the 
Klamath. At 37% of capacity the “cold water pool” in Trinity Lake is going to go away and there will be 
NO COLD WATER left to be used to try and save this year’s salmon run. Farmers need water to grow 
crops and people need those crops for food. How are we going to divide the water in order to save both? 
At the present time I have NO solution but if the Bureau of Reclamation doesn’t start trying to save 
some water from the Trinity there will soon NOT be enough water for either the fish or the farmers. 
Then what? We are in a drought! With no measurable rain in the near future and BOR is using up the 
water in Trinity Lake at the rate of 0.25% per day.

There is a grass roots organization of local people on the Klamath and Trinity Rivers that are working to 
stop the shipping of water to the south and I envision even stronger “Water Wars” than when the 
government shut off the water from the Klamath. With no rain in sight where will the water come from? 

Junction City Weir Count: for the week of Jul  22; Spring Chinook, adults – 34, season total  - 789; 2013 this date, 813 adults. It looks 
like the peak of the Spring Chinook Run is over. The highest week was Jun 25 – Jul 1 when 234 went through the Junction City 
Weir. 

Fishing: Like I said earlier it has been HOT! In talking with my contacts up river the salmon are Black and lethargic. They hardly 
even swim and salmon are dying in the lower parts of the river. I know CDFW states this is a normal occurrence but we have not 
had sustainable temperatures (70-76) like this in the past with heavy algae and moss. The Trinity in front of my house is running 
70-72 degrees by 10 o’clock in the morning. (Like bath water) The only fishing I have seen is early in the morning in the deep holes 
and Grays Falls. Above Grays there are some nice deep holes where the fish are holding but most of the fish up river are holding 
below cold incoming stream and there are very few of those. Right now Highway 96 is restricted travel  just out of Willow Creek due 
to fires, so you might want to call before you plan on going up that way. 

Klamath: On the Klamath side there are some spring salmon still holding in the Weitchpec  area from what John H of E Ne Nuck 
said. One of the campers in his camp landed a nice 25 pounder and they were seeing small pods of 12 to 18 pounders working 
their way up river. These could be early Fall Run Chinook but I don’t think so. Kenny Peugh of Orleans said that they ran into some 
half-pounders below Big Bar and that some adult summer steelhead were right behind them. This is good news for the fly fishers 
because ½-pounders are great sport on a fly rod. Just remember that it is hot out there so be sure you have extra water with you 
and try to get off the water by noon.

Trinity Lake: The Lake is 128ft (a change of 16ft) below the over flow and 37.8% of capacity (3.4% decrease) at 10:00am today. 
Inflow to the lake is 106cfs and Trinity Dam is releasing 3,672cfs into Lewiston Lake with 3,204cfs going to Whiskeytown Lake and 
then on to the Sacramento River through Keswick Power plant. 

Trinity River Flows and Conditions: Lewiston Dam releases are 464cfs, water temps are 51.1, and air is 72 degrees. Limekiln Gulch 
is 5ft at 442cfs; Douglas City is 6.2ft at 468cfs, water temps of 56.8 and air is 70. Junction City is 1.9ft at 490cfs. Helena is 8.7ft at 
457cfs with water temps of 61.7. Cedar Flat is 2.8ft at 506cfs. Willow Creek is estimated at 527cfs, air is 78, and water 70. Hoopa is 
11.6ft at 704cfs, water temps 76.2. Flows at the mouth of the Trinity at the Klamath are 1,954cfs and water temps are 76. The 
coolest time of day in this area is around 9-10 o’clock in the morning. At Weitchpec Bridge water temps are 76.2and water temps at 
Tully Creek on the Klamath are 77.2 degrees. 

Klamath: Iron Gate Dam releases are 913cfs. Seiad Valley is 1.9ft at 955cfs. Happy Camp estimated at 985cfs. Somes Bar is 
estimated at 1,093cfs. Orleans is 2.5ft at 1,250cfs. Klamath at 101 Turwar Creek is 8ft at 2,220cfs and water temps of 76 degrees. 
Smith River is 5.1t at 373 cfs. 

Temperatures in the Valley last week were 103/56 degrees with no rain, total rain to date 36.55 inches of rain and 2.5in of snow for 
the season. Temperatures the Valley next week are expected to be 87/57 degrees. Mon-Tue-Wed-Thu sunny with temps around 
87/61; Fri-Sat, partly cloudy with temps around 89/59; Sun-Mon-Tue, sunny with temps of 82/57. 

Good Fish’en and Good Luck but remember; “Keep your tip up with a tight line lands fish.”
Websites: www.MyOutdoorBuddy.com, www.Willowcreekchamber.com, 
from Willow Creek, CA Phone 530-629-3554, E-mail yen2fish@yahoo.com
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The Tracy Fly Fishers’ meet on the third Wednesday of each month at the Tracy Transit Station located at 50 Sixth St. Club 
Meetings normally begin at 7 p.m.

The Tracy Fly Fishers’ Board of Directors meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Safeway grocery store’s 
Community Room (behind the Floral Dept.) at 1801 W. 11th Street. The Board meetings are open to all TFF members. Board 
Meetings begin at 7 p.m. Stop by and see what goes on “behind the scenes” of your club! Make your concerns known.

Wish to make a difference locally? The Delta is our backyard. Check out the CSPA  website and sign up for their action alerts 
at: California Sportfishing Protection Alliance, CSPA   This is a clickable link for folks reading this at their computer.

With Alaska’s Governor onboard going forward with the Pebble Mine Partnership in suing the EPA, Canada’s worse 
nightmare just occurred above spawning grounds on part of the Fraser River, Canada’s longest river. Mount Polley 
Mine’s tailings storage facility breach of an earthen dam earlier this month shows just how  state of the art open pit 
mining really is for the environment. A recent tailing breach is now  headed downstream just as a record number of 
returning salmon enter the river system after many dismal years. From a PR standpoint, this cannot be good. Anyone 
recall the Cantera Loop spill? Article can be found here.  Photos can be found here as well as video here. 

Reports Of Skin Falling Off Salmon After Mount Polley Mine Spill

Mine officials claim the 
water was safe enough  
to drink, while First 
Nations fishing is shut 
down due to safety 
concerns as skin rubs 
off caught salmon with 
newspaper. Find the 
article here. Lets just 
say, “Would you eat it?”
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Nekkid Fish Page
"Some men would rather be photographed with their fish than with their wives."
       Gwen Cooper and Evelyn Haas

Nothing makes a fish bigger than almost being caught.

Do you want  to live vicariously  through others? Or do you have a photo and story  that might key  interest in others? You do not even have to 
be a good story  teller. We can make it  up for you. As Samuel Clemons is quoted, “Why  let the facts get in the way  of  a good story.” And he 
made a livelihood out  of  his stories. You can send them anonymously  or we can give you credit. Send your fish pics and details to 
craiggittings@sbcglobal.net and you can see your stories in print.

The Milton Reservoir Fishout report
Imagine sitting in a camp chair with a 
view  of the lake as you see it to the 
right. The only thing missing were the 
pontoon and float tubes sitting on the 
edge of the grass. The photo is 
representative of the campsite’s view 
of the lake. This was an outing not to 
be missed. Thanks to Joe Cerniglia for 
setting up this trip. Put it down on your 
bucket list for next year. Ants were the 
ticket for most part. Midges and 
callibaetis cripples rounded out the 
arsenal for the go to flies. If  you could 
locate feeding fish, it was game on. 

Once on the water with Ben Byng, I 
asked Ben half  jokingly to show  me 
how  it was done. On the following 
cast, Ben had a fish tight to his line. As 
Ina Garten would say, “How  easy is 
that?” Talk about a humbling moment.

Belated photos of the Lake Davis fishout? Perhaps, but it is always nice to see nekkid fish. Chuck Sterni and Jeff 
show that they are no slouches when it comes to a photo opportunity. The photos alone make me wish I was there. 
Wait a minute, I was there. Put this trip on your to do list.
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Mo Nekkid fish

Meanwhile, Gary and Nancy Phillips report that the Lake Clark fishing in Alaska was good in July. Gary’s halibut comes by way of 
Homer. Gary, how deep did you say you were fishing for that halibut and did anyone chum that fish to the surface? Nancy with her 
stream caught grayling above. Below, Nancy and her guide share a touchy feely moment on the Kenai. And to round things out, 
Nancy adds to her species list as well  below. No, this was not at Lake Davis. Nancy reports that, “Pike are a blast, they hit hard 
and are fighters with lots of teeth.” Would just like to comment on Nancy’s sense of fashion. The color coordination lends itself to 
the on the water experience, especially when the camera comes out.  Perhaps these photos explain why both were AWOL at the 
last meeting. Don’t be afraid to ask either about their trip to the land of the midnight sun at our next meeting. The stories are 
always worth hearing. For those in need of new waders, Nancy picked hers up at the Sportsmen’s Warehouse, but I forgot to ask 
where she got the scarf. Nancy is also available as a fashion consultant for both that on and off the water experience. Thanks 
again for providing the photos.



The Fly Shop
Mike Michalak

Redding 800-699-3474
www.flyshop.com

Sierra Anglers
Bob Nakagawa

Modesto 209-572-2212
www.sierrsanglers.com

Sierra Stream & Mountain
Chico 503-345-4261

www.sierrastreamflyshop.com

Delta Stripers
Jerry Neuberger

Lodi 209-369-5752
www.deltastripers.com

Meadow Cliff Lodge and RV 
Resort

Coleville, CA 503-495-2255
www.meadowcliff.com

Sea Level Fly Fishing
Ray Hutcherson

Sacramento 510-908-1809
www.sealevelflyfish.com

American Fly Fishing
Gary Eban/Peter Blackman
Sacramento 800-410-1222

www.americanflyfishing.com

Thy Rod & Staff
Frank Pisciotta

Truckee 530-587-7333
www.cyberfly.com

Excellent Adventures
Al Smatsky

Lodi 209-368-9261
www.excellentadventures.org 

Kiene’s Fly Shop
Sacramento 800-400-0359

www.kiene.com

Creative Sports
Jamie Berman

Pleasant Hill 925-938-2255
www.creativeflyshop.com 

Mountain Hardware & Sports
Truckee 503-587-4844

Albright Fishing Products
800-781-7703

www.albrightflyfish.com

The Trout Spot
Rick Derosiers

Santa Clara 800-822-7129
www.thetroutspot.com

ICON Products
John Ryzanych

Castro Valley 510-881-8210
www.iconproducts.net
www.catchrelease.com

Surf Inn
Ed Gogdill

Gualala 888-451-7873
www.surfinngualala.com

Eagle Canyon Trophy Trout 
Lake

Confluence Outfitters
Red Bluff 888-481-1650

www.eaglecanyontrout.com

Goodwin Lake Vacation Rental
Roy Gunter

831-809-0316
www.homeaway.com

Baja Fly Fishing
Jay Murakoshi

Fresno 559-449-0679
www.bajaflyfisihngadventures.com

Geo Poly Fly Fishing
Rich Lobrovich

Salt Lake 801-910-6600
www.geopolyflyfishing.com

Indian Creek Lodge
Douglas City 530-623-6294

www.iclodge.net

Tiger T’s Guide Service
Todd LeBoef 

Redding 530-222-2728
www.riverfishingnorcal.com

Bass Pro Shops
Cliff Sullivan

Manteca
209-825-8400

 www.basspro.com

OUR SPONSORS
  CALL THEM, USE THEM, SUPPORT  THEM

CLICKABLE LINKS BELOW
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