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Prez sez:

The Tracy Fly Fishers participated in the 
Tracy Taste of Valley Art & Food festival 
(formally the Tracy Bean Fest) this Saturday 
and Sunday. I’d like to thank all of you that 
sent pictures for the new posters we had 
made up and to those of you that helped 
with the preparation and manning of our 
booth. Again, this is a simple task when we 
have enough people step up to help. 

If you haven’t helped with any of our events 
like this you should take to moment and ask 
yourself why. The more people that step up 
to help out, the shorter the shifts will be. If 
you believe that the club is special and a 
good way for fellow fly fishers to share 
experiences and help others, you should be 
stepping up to help spread the word.

Anyway, while I was there on Saturday 
there seemed to be a lot of interest in the 
booth and our club. I was also there 
towards the end of the festival  on Sunday 
and Jeff and Pat said they were also seeing 
strong interest. So far, I’m glad I pushed for 
our participation in this. We’ll  find out how 
good of a job we did selling the club to 
others at our open house on Sept 17th. All 
were invited. Remember to bring your 
unneeded equipment for the swap that will 
be part of the open house.

The board is beginning preparations for our 
installation dinner (crab feed). Again, we 

need some new people to step up and help 
out. You can take on as little or as much as 
you want. 

On the fishing side of things we have a 
group heading to Montana for some river 
fishing. Talking to Ben about this while we 
manned the TFF booth Saturday, it sounds 
like a fantastic  trip. I’m sure they’ll have 

some great stories to share 	   with us next 
month.

Also, Jeff and I will  be doing some camping 
on the Pitt River and Iron Canyon in two 
weeks, two of my favorite places to hang 
out.

Mark
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TFF Activity Calendar 
September 10 Casting instruction with Chuck Robbins, but you have to call  him

September  17 General club meeting at the Tracy Transit Station- 

October 1 Board meeting- all are invited

Hidden Talent Sought

Would  you want to see your talents added 

to the newsletter? Do you recall an incident 
that you could put to pen or just have 
incriminating photos of nekkid fish out of 
water or fishout report? Budding writers & 
photographers can send their submissions 
to:

craiggittings@sbcglobal.net
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The Tracy Fly Fishers’ meet on the third Wednesday of each month at the Tracy Transit Station located at 50 Sixth St. Club 
Meetings normally begin at 7 p.m.

The Tracy Fly Fishers’ Board of Directors meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Safeway grocery store’s 
Community Room (behind the Floral Dept.) at 1801 W. 11th Street. The Board meetings are open to all TFF members. Board 
Meetings begin at 7 p.m. Stop by and see what goes on “behind the scenes” of your club! Make your concerns known.

Wish to make a difference locally? The Delta is our backyard. Check out the CSPA  website and sign up for their action alerts 
at: California Sportfishing Protection Alliance, CSPA   This is a clickable link for folks reading this at their computer.

OPEN HOUSE
September 17TH 7:00 PM

The Tracy Fly Fishers meet on the third Wednesday of each month at the 
Tracy Transit Station at 50 Sixth St.

                                                                                                            

LEARN ABOUT FLY TYING, RODS AND REELS, EQUIPMENT, WADERS 
AND GEAR TO GET STARTED IN FLY FISHING!

FRIENDLY MEMBERS WILL BE ON HAND TO ANSWER ALL YOUR 
QUESTIONS 

GOOD FISHING STORIES & EQUIPMENT SWAP ! 

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE VISIT OUT WEB SITE

www.tracyflyfishers.org

http://www.calsport.org/
http://www.calsport.org/
http://www.tracyflyfishers.org/
http://www.tracyflyfishers.org/


Casting instruction is available at Dr. Powers Park with 
Chuck Robbins. The clubʼs only  Certified Casting 
Instructor, provides instruction, from basic introduction to 
improving your loops and double haul, for any and all 
that seek him out.  If you are interested in improving your 
casting, Chuck will be more than happy  to assist. Contact 
him at 209 835-7812 or his cell # at 209 471-5931

Interested in Beginning Fly Tying instruction? Ben Byng  has 4 
students signed up, but needs two more to start the class. 
Contact Benonthefly@sbcglobal.net and get signed up.

 Bruce Germolus

Sept 27 Lake Alpine

Oct TBD- Feather River Steelhead

TFF Educational Opportunities TFF Outings

"Angling is extremely time consuming. That's sort of the whole point." - Thomas McGuane

Mark your calendar for Sept. 19-21 Fly Fishing Faire in Mammoth Lakes. Information and registration opens for the 
general public Sunday, (7/13) at southwestcouncilfff.org/faire. The event is sponsored as a community service by the 
Southwest Council International Federation of Fly Fishers, headquarters in Mammoth is at Cerro Coso Community 
College. Faire hours are Fri., 9-5; Sat., 9-5; and Sun., 9-3. 

Registration is $15 adult; ages 16-years and younger free; $20 per family. Eastern Sierra resident admission is $10. A 
single admission is good for all Faire days. Some workshops and seminars are included in the admission; other classes 
will have separate registration, materials or participation fees. 

About 100 International Federation of Fly Fishers volunteers plus local professional guides will conduct hands-on 
education sessions ranging from beginning fly-tying and fly-casting classes, conservation seminars, entomology, 
techniques, rod building, area tours, just for women outings to on-the-river activities.

Striperfest 2014 

November 1- at the Sugar Barge Resort on Bethel Island $50 per person, includes 
BBQ and one raffle ticket per participant. You must be present to win.

Get on the sign up list at www.danblanton.com/bulletin.php

You do not cease to 
fish because you get 

old. You get old 
because you cease 

to fish!
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Where did all the water go???
"Conservation is fair and honest dealing with the future, usually at some cost to the immediate present." 

                 (Roderick Haig-Brown, taken from Measure of the Year, 1950)

They said it could not happen here. More fallout form the 
Mount Polley Mine. The same folks that said they could 
prevent the mine tailing breach also claim they can do the 
same for Pebble Mine.

Alaskan Senator Lisa Murkowski wants to see greater 
regulation of Canadian mines while lambasting federal 
regulation of a similar proposed Pebble Mine project in 
Alaska.

Last month’s Mount Polley Mine 580 acre tailing breach 
via satellite view  is significant enough to be seen. Below 
are before and after photos. Yes, it could not happen here 
or at Pebble Mine. Here is the link.

Here is the Pebble Mine Partnership’s argument for safety 
using the Mount Polley Mine as an example. The video  
was immediately pulled from Pebble Mine website after 
the Polley Mine tailing breach earlier last month.

How  does Imperial Metals’ Mount Polley posted $14.5 
million bond intend to pay for $50- 500 million in cleanup 
costs? It simply doesn’t. Article is here.

Closer to home   The math simply doesn’t add up. 

Study reports water rights, so far, have legislated 370 
million acre feet per year, yet our state only has 70  million 
acre feet available  even in a good rainfall year.  No 
wonder everyone is crying for their allotment. Still curious 
how the Twin Tunnel will remedy the situation.

Water table drops with lack of surface water in rural 
community. East Porterville citizens dependent on wells 
25-50 feet deep are now  without water. Perhaps this is just 
the start. Reported last month: Ground water has “saved 
our bacon”, according to agricultural interests, but at what 
cost and for how  long? The old adage of “How  long can 
you hold breath?” has been replaced by, “How  long can 
you live without water?”

Proposition 1 on the November ballot means more dams 
for water storage and lower water quality for the Delta. 
Bond will also provide raising Shasta Dam, but will add 
just 1% to its capacity. Cost is too great for the diminished 
return with little money for Delta preservation. For more 
info click  here for CSPA assessment of the proposition.

The Eel River has stopped flowing - September 2014
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Nekkid Fish Page
"Some men would rather be photographed with their fish than with their wives."
                 Gwen Cooper and Evelyn Haas

Nothing makes a fish bigger than almost being caught.

Jeff Fadden reports,
I was camping with family at Tuolumne Meadows where Genny and I took a side trip to the Virginia Lakes before our kids came up 
the next day.  Was a beautiful 40 minute drive as this was our first time there and did not even know if we would fish it.  I had just 
bought a lil 2 weight  rod for this trip to catch the lil 6 to 10 inchers in the rivers by us. As I looked out over the Little Virginia Lake I 
counted about 20 tubers on the lake. I watched for a while and saw a few fish being caught in the 10 to 12 inch range, which is 
great for my 2 weight rod. I put on some 6x tippet and fished for about an hour and caught a couple 12 inch rainbows. I heard this 
guy hooping and hollering and saw him reel in a huge fish. I then went down to 5x on my pheasant tail size 16. I started to throw 
near the weed beds behind me in the photo below and then this monster took me for a ride. I was able to get him out to deeper 
water and away from the weeds.  After about 10 min, I got him in. I didn't measure, but it was at least 18 inches and a healthy fat 
hog. My second photo is my first ever Golden Trout caught in the 20 Lake Basin above Saddlebag Lake. This is a must bucket list 
hike for any one. Mark did a presentation on this hike a couple yrs ago. If you take the boat taxi across the lake it will save about 4 
miles of the hike. The hike itself is about 5 miles or 3 hours plus fishing time. My son hiked it in flip flops, but I don't recommend 
that. We start at 10,000 feet elevation, so it is better to have 24 hrs at  that altitude to better acclimate  yourself. It's about a 500 ft 
climb and start it counterclockwise as it gets the harder part over first. Be ready at all times for thunder storms as we did get hit 
hard the last 30 minutes of the trip and were getting poured on waiting for the taxi boat which is half hour intervals. Last photo is 
my son Nick, Me, Genny and my daughter Mindy. Here is the website for Saddlebag Lake area, if you are interested- http://
www.saddlebaglakeresort.com/amenities.html

Do you want  to live vicariously  through others? Or do you have a photo and story  that might key  interest in others? You do not even have to 
be a good story  teller. We can make it  up for you. As Samuel Clemons is quoted, “Why  let the facts get in the way  of  a good story.” And he 
made a livelihood out  of  his stories. You can send them anonymously  or we can give you credit. Send your fish pics and details to 
craiggittings@sbcglobal.net and you can see your stories in print.

http://www.saddlebaglakeresort.com/amenities.html
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Tracy Fly Fishers were represented at the Taste of the Valley Art and Food Festival (Bean Festival). 
Chuck Sterni works on rod wraps as Pat Ferguson works the crowd individually.

Putah Creek Trout is in need of some volunteers. The first opportunity is Saturday, September 
20, when we do our annual cleanup of the inter-dam reach between Fish Access 5 and the highway 
128 bridge. Please mark your calendars and plan to spend the morning giving back to the creek. We 
will meet at Access 5 and disperse to the other accesses and the bridge area. Bring a water bottle 
(water will be provided), garden gloves (we will have latex gloves available), a 5 gallon bucket if you 
have one. A sandwich lunch will be served at Access 3 afterward. Waders are usually not needed, 
but can be useful for retrieving "rubber ducky" rafts, floats, etc. For more information, contact Steve 
Karr at SK60@putahcreektrout.org
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Presentations 

 
Charles Gehr – Fishing Guide, Fly Water Travel 
Lee Davidson – Snake River Outfitters  
John Hazel – Northwest Spey Casting Pioneer 
Deschutes Anglers Fly Shop Owner 
Jon Hazlett – Steelhead Fly Fishing Guide  
Whitney Gould – Steelhead Fly Fishing Guide  
Women’s Spey O Rama Champion 
Mike McCune - A Real Skagit Master  
Craig Nielsen - Guide and Switch Rod Expert 

 
 
 

Demonstrations and Factory Reps 
 
Gary Anderson – Anderson Custom Rods 
Bruce S. Berry – Beulah Rods, Hatch Reels  
Steve Godshall - Fly Line Guru, Rod Designer 
Eric Johnson – Sage Rods, Rio Lines, Reddington 
Dennis P. Lee - Steelhead and Salmon Fly Tier 
R. B. “Bob” Meiser – Meiser Fly Rods 
Eric Neufeld - Simms Representative  
Donna O'Sullivan - LTS Flyfishing 
Garry Sandstrom – Hardy/Greys Representatives 
Joe Saracione – Saracione Manufacturing Co. 

Special Anderson Custom Rod closeout - one-of-a-kind, proto, and demo rods! 






 



For	  Sale	  -‐	  	  1999	  Pro	  Sport	  17’3”	  Lund	  with	  a	  100hp	  Yamaha	  4	  stroke	  and	  E-‐Z	  loader	  
Trailer	  with	  removable	  tongue.	  	  Loaded	  with	  extras;	  	  two	  fish	  finders,	  Minn	  Koda	  auto	  
pilot	  #52	  trolling	  motor,	  four	  removable	  seats,	  four	  rod	  holders,	  and	  custom	  full	  
enclosure.	  	  Motor	  has	  low	  hours	  and	  boat	  has	  been	  stored	  in	  the	  garage	  all	  the	  Rme.	  
Asking	  price	  is	  $7,500.	  Interested	  parRes	  should	  contact	  Gary	  Phillips	  at	  925	  918	  3964

	  
	  

CAST HOPE FIRST ANNUAL STEELHEAD TOURNAMENT

We are so excited to announce our first ever steelhead tournament on the Trinity  River. Working with the Fly 
Shop and Indian Creek Lodge we have put together an awesome weekend for you. This event is extremely 
limited to a max of 18 anglers. People attending the event will be receiving 3 nights lodging at Indian Creek 
Lodge and 2 days of guided steelhead fishing on the Trinity  River with The Fly  Shop. Each person will be 
receiving a door prize full of Simms Gear to keep you warm. My favorite  part is that  the chef for the 
weekend is going to be Josh Schwartz. Josh used to be a chef for the extremely high end French 
Laundry restaurant in Yountville. Event details are below. If you are interested in attending this event then 
feel free to email Ryan Johnston at info@casthope.org. Good Luck to the 2015 Anglers and a HUGE Thank 
You to The Fly Shop and Indian Creek Lodge.

Event Dates: February 5-8, 2015 - Check in on Thursday Evening and Check out Sunday Morning.Cost: 
$4,000 for a team of 2 anglers or $2,500 for 1 angler.

Prize Package: Simms Guide Jacket (AWESOME - Must have gear), Simms Wind Stopper Jacket, Guide 
Shirt, Beanie, Etc.

mailto:info@casthope.org
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The Fly Shop
Mike Michalak

Redding 800-699-3474
www.flyshop.com

Sierra Anglers
Bob Nakagawa

Modesto 209-572-2212
www.sierrsanglers.com

Sierra Stream & Mountain
Chico 503-345-4261

www.sierrastreamflyshop.com

Delta Stripers
Jerry Neuberger

Lodi 209-369-5752
www.deltastripers.com

Meadow Cliff Lodge and RV 
Resort

Coleville, CA 503-495-2255
www.meadowcliff.com

Sea Level Fly Fishing
Ray Hutcherson

Sacramento 510-908-1809
www.sealevelflyfish.com

American Fly Fishing
Gary Eban/Peter Blackman
Sacramento 800-410-1222

www.americanflyfishing.com

Thy Rod & Staff
Frank Pisciotta

Truckee 530-587-7333
www.cyberfly.com

Excellent Adventures
Al Smatsky

Lodi 209-368-9261
www.excellentadventures.org 

Kiene’s Fly Shop
Sacramento 800-400-0359

www.kiene.com

Creative Sports
Jamie Berman

Pleasant Hill 925-938-2255
www.creativeflyshop.com 

Mountain Hardware & Sports
Truckee 503-587-4844

Albright Fishing Products
800-781-7703

www.albrightflyfish.com

The Trout Spot
Rick Derosiers

Santa Clara 800-822-7129
www.thetroutspot.com

ICON Products
John Ryzanych

Castro Valley 510-881-8210
www.iconproducts.net
www.catchrelease.com

Surf Inn
Ed Gogdill

Gualala 888-451-7873
www.surfinngualala.com

Eagle Canyon Trophy Trout 
Lake

Confluence Outfitters
Red Bluff 888-481-1650

www.eaglecanyontrout.com

Goodwin Lake Vacation Rental
Roy Gunter

831-809-0316
www.homeaway.com

Baja Fly Fishing
Jay Murakoshi

Fresno 559-449-0679
www.bajaflyfisihngadventures.com

Geo Poly Fly Fishing
Rich Lobrovich

Salt Lake 801-910-6600
www.geopolyflyfishing.com

Indian Creek Lodge
Douglas City 530-623-6294

www.iclodge.net

Tiger T’s Guide Service
Todd LeBoef 

Redding 530-222-2728
www.riverfishingnorcal.com

Bass Pro Shops
Cliff Sullivan

Manteca
209-825-8400

 www.basspro.com

OUR SPONSORS
  CALL THEM, USE THEM, SUPPORT  THEM
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