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In Memory of Corey Cate
May 1,1952- September 21, 2014

Corey was soft spoken and passionate in his 
beliefs without being confrontational. Corey was 
always thought of as the elder statesmen of the 
Tracy Fly Fishers, if not for his voice of reason. 
Corey’s dry sense of humor and sparkle in his eye 
could win anyone over. Corey was one of the co 
founders of the Tracy Fly Fishers. Corey was 
actively involved in the club from the beginning as 
vice president, newsletter editor, later as 
successor president as well as active long term 
as the conservat ion chai r. His outs ide 
participation included California Sport Protection 
Alliance (CSPA) and the Striperfest, a major 
annual fundraiser for CSPA. He informed the club 
members monthly of issues concerning the delta, 
fish habitat, and the dewatering of the Central 
Valley rivers. It was always “Water for Fish” with 
Corey. 

Corey’s Celebration of Life will be held on 
October 18th, 1 PM to 11 PM in Linden. Please 
RSVP here if you have the notion to attend. The 
family is looking for a head count of those who 
plan to attend.

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/corey-cates-celebration-of-life-tickets-13366697151?aff=eac2
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/corey-cates-celebration-of-life-tickets-13366697151?aff=eac2
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Prez sez:

I heard we had 18 guests show up for our 
“Open House”, pretty good showing. Again, 
I want to thank all  of you that helped 
publicize the event and make it happen. We 
have a few new members as a result and 
may still add a couple more.

The reason I wasn’t able to make the Open 
House was because Jeff Fadden and I were 
on our trip to the Pitt River and Iron Canyon 
Reservoir. We camped the first night on the 
Pitt. Flows were higher than last year and 
we were told by the folks at The Fly Shop 
releases were going to be much higher in 
the next couple of days. So we moved over 
to the Deadlum  campground (free) on Iron 
Canyon Reservoir for a couple nights. We 
had all  26 campsites to ourselves the entire 
two and a half days. The fishing was the 
best it’s been in a few years. It was so good 
we got a little bored and started talking 
about our options for the last day or two of 
our trip. We decided to head towards Hat 
Creek and Manzanita Lake. We hit Hat 
Creek mid afternoon and gave up after 
about 45 minutes to head on to Manzanita 
Lake where we had to get a campground 
and beat any weekend crowd. To get to 
Manzanita Lake we learned you have to 
enter Mount Lassen Volcanic  National Park. 
We arrived late Friday afternoon, set up 
camp then hit the lake. It’s an absolutely 
beautiful  lake in a gorgeous setting. Much of 
the beauty can only be seen when you are 
out on the lake. The water is crystal  clear 
and the weeds are Monterey Bay Aquarium 
quality well below the surface of the water. 

Friday evening and Saturday morning was 
the most exciting dry fly fishing I’ve ever 
had on a lake. The fish put up a great fight, 
the last one snapping my 5x tippet. All of my 
fish were browns. I think Jeff landed one 
rainbow and the rest browns. 

Definitely add this place to your bucket list. 
Oh, did I mention we had the whole lake to 
ourselves?

I will be starting the beginner tying class this 
week with Ben Byng, hope to meet a couple 
of our new members that have signed up.

Lastly, don’t miss our meeting with guest 
speaker Dan Blanton this month! 

See you there.

Mark
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TFF Activity Calendar 
October 8 Casting instruction with Chuck Robbins, but you have to call  him

October  15 General club meeting at the Tracy Transit Station- Dan Blanton will 
be our guest speaker

November 5 Board meeting- all are invited

Hidden Talent Sought

Would  you want to see your talents added 

to the newsletter? Do you recall an incident 
that you could put to pen or just have 
incriminating photos of nekkid fish out of 
water or fishout report? Budding writers & 
photographers can send their submissions 
to:

craiggittings@sbcglobal.net

mailto:craiggittings@sbcglobal.net
mailto:craiggittings@sbcglobal.net


The Tracy Fly Fishers’ meet on the third Wednesday of each month at the Tracy Transit Station located at 50 Sixth St. Club 
Meetings normally begin at 7 p.m.

The Tracy Fly Fishers’ Board of Directors meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Safeway grocery store’s 
Community Room (behind the Floral Dept.) at 1801 W. 11th Street. The Board meetings are open to all TFF members. Board 
Meetings begin at 7 p.m. Stop by and see what goes on “behind the scenes” of your club! Make your concerns known.

Wish to make a difference locally? The Delta is our backyard. Check out the CSPA  website and sign up for their action alerts 
at: California Sportfishing Protection Alliance, CSPA   This is a clickable link for folks reading this at their computer.

Dan Blanton
Fly Fishing the California Delta

There is not enough room to print Dan’s credentials related to fly fishing as a whole. He has done it all, 
including guiding and writing about it in periodicals and books  whether locally or internationally. Dan’s bulletin 
board alone is  a plethora of readily available information and should be already bookmarked by every angler 
reading this. Come hear what has become a lifetime love affair with the California Delta and Stripers.

http://www.calsport.org/
http://www.calsport.org/
http://www.danblanton.com/bulletin.php
http://www.danblanton.com/bulletin.php
http://www.danblanton.com/bulletin.php
http://www.danblanton.com/bulletin.php


Casting instruction is available at Dr. Powers Park with 
Chuck Robbins. The clubʼs only  Certified Casting 
Instructor, provides instruction, from basic introduction to 
improving your loops and double haul, for any and all 
that seek him out.  If you are interested in improving your 
casting, Chuck will be more than happy  to assist. Contact 
him at 209 835-7812 or his cell # at 209 471-5931. Want 
to become a better caster? You never know  when it 
might come in handy. Contact Chuck Robbins after 
seeing this piece of marketing genius. He can get you 
there, minus the airfare, with your casting skills.

 Bruce Germolus

Oct TBD- Feather River Steelhead

Details at our next meeting

TFF Educational Opportunities TFF Outings

"Angling is extremely time consuming. That's sort of the whole point." - Thomas McGuane

Striperfest 2014 

November 1- at the Sugar Barge Resort on Bethel Island $50 per person, includes 
BBQ and one raffle ticket per participant. You must be present to win.

Get on the sign up list at www.danblanton.com/bulletin.php

You do not cease to fish because you get old. 
You get old because you cease to fish!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwO3GQVAcwM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwO3GQVAcwM


Where did all the water go???
"Conservation is fair and honest dealing with the future, usually at some cost to the immediate present." 

                 (Roderick Haig-Brown, taken from Measure of the Year, 1950)

U.S. Drought Monitor

Population Affected 
by Drought: 

37,253,959
Source: NOAA

By mid September, record amounts of fire retardant have been used to battle California wildfires. 

Watch California reservoirs dry up by the photo sequence.

Mining, its not for everybody. Mexico’s largest tailing breach leaves tens of thousands without water. Acid spill from 
breach is left to be discovered by down streamers, as miners did not report it.

Via Cal Trout:

 Mining Company Denied Smith Waters
Earlier this year, the Smith River’s pristine waters 
faced the threat of a proposed nickel mine in its 
headwaters. We spoke out in a San Francisco 
Chronicle op-ed in May and asked, through this 
forum and others, for members to speak out in 
opposition.

Your voices were heard and, yesterday (Sept. 30), 
the Oregon Water Resources Department denied 
the application from the Red Flat Nickel Corp, in 
part due to the overwhelming substantive 
comments they received from you, the public and 
public trust agencies. Well done.

Here is the  Del Norte Triplicate article reporting the 
permit denial.

Proposition 1 (the state water bond) won’t solve 
our state’s water problem. Your vote does count.

Dan Bacher does it again with, “Meet the 
Resnicks, the Koch Brothers of California Water”. 
Take the time to read this.

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?CA
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?CA
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/18/california-drought-gifs_n_5843534.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/18/california-drought-gifs_n_5843534.html
http://copperinvestingnews.com/20499-toxic-spill-at-grupo-mexico-mine-turns-rivers-orange.html
http://copperinvestingnews.com/20499-toxic-spill-at-grupo-mexico-mine-turns-rivers-orange.html
http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/openforum/article/Smith-River-is-too-valuable-to-mine-5540255.php
http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/openforum/article/Smith-River-is-too-valuable-to-mine-5540255.php
http://www.triplicate.com/News/Local-News/North-Fork-Smith-drilling-permit-denied
http://www.triplicate.com/News/Local-News/North-Fork-Smith-drilling-permit-denied
http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/article/Against-Prop-1-Bond-won-t-address-drought-5781609.php
http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/article/Against-Prop-1-Bond-won-t-address-drought-5781609.php
https://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2014/09/28/18762178.php
https://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2014/09/28/18762178.php
https://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2014/09/28/18762178.php
https://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2014/09/28/18762178.php


Nekkid Fish Page
"Some men would rather be photographed with their fish than with their wives."
                 Gwen Cooper and Evelyn Haas

Nothing makes a fish bigger than almost being caught.

It appears that Mark and Jeff are the only ones getting out to 
do any fishing. 

Jeff reports, “The fishing was great at Iron Canyon and Pit 
was running really high. I suggested to Mark to go to 
Manzanita  Lake for  the last night  and we fell in love with 
that lake. We camped right on the  Pit and I caught 3 that 
morning, but nothing bigger than 14 inches. Spent two 
nights  at Iron Canyon and then took the drive to Manzanita 
Lake. On the way there, we stopped by Upper Hat Creek 
and tried our luck for an hour. Saw some nice trout under a 
log, but they wanted nothing to do with our tosses. Also, 
saw this friend (below walking along the banks of Iron 
Canyon.” 

Do you want  to live vicariously  through others? Or do you have a photo and story  that might key  interest in others? You do not even have to 
be a good story  teller. We can make it  up for you. As Samuel Clemons is quoted, “Why  let the facts get in the way  of  a good story.” And he 
made a livelihood out  of  his stories. You can send them anonymously  or we can give you credit. Send your fish pics and details to 
craiggittings@sbcglobal.net and you can see your stories in print.

mailto:craiggittings@sbcglobal.net
mailto:craiggittings@sbcglobal.net




For	  Sale	  -‐	  	  1999 Pro Sport 17’3” Lund with a 100hp Yamaha 4 stroke and E-Z loader Trailer with 
removable tongue.  Loaded with extras;  two fish finders, Minn Kota auto pilot #52 trolling motor, four 
removable seats, four rod holders, and custom full enclosure.  Motor has low hours and boat has 
been stored in the garage all the time. Asking price is $7,500. Interested parties should contact Gary 
Phillips at 925 918 3964

CAST HOPE FIRST ANNUAL STEELHEAD TOURNAMENT

We are so excited to announce our first ever steelhead tournament on the Trinity  River. Working with the Fly 
Shop and Indian Creek Lodge we have put together an awesome weekend for you. This event is extremely 
limited to a max of 18 anglers. People attending the event will be receiving 3 nights lodging at Indian Creek 
Lodge and 2 days of guided steelhead fishing on the Trinity  River with The Fly  Shop. Each person will be 
receiving a door prize full of Simms Gear to keep you warm. My favorite  part is that  the chef for the 
weekend is going to be Josh Schwartz. Josh used to be a chef for the extremely high end French 
Laundry restaurant in Yountville. Event details are below. If you are interested in attending this event then 
feel free to email Ryan Johnston at info@casthope.org. Good Luck to the 2015 Anglers and a HUGE Thank 
You to The Fly Shop and Indian Creek Lodge.

Event Dates: February 5-8, 2015 - Check in on Thursday Evening and Check out Sunday Morning. 
Cost: $4,000 for a team of 2 anglers or $2,500 for 1 angler.

Prize Package: Simms Guide Jacket (AWESOME - Must have gear), Simms Wind Stopper Jacket, 
Guide Shirt, Beanie, Etc.

mailto:info@casthope.org
mailto:info@casthope.org


The Fly Shop
Mike Michalak

Redding 800-699-3474
www.flyshop.com

Sierra Anglers
Bob Nakagawa

Modesto 209-572-2212
www.sierrsanglers.com

Sierra Stream & Mountain
Chico 503-345-4261

www.sierrastreamflyshop.com

Delta Stripers
Jerry Neuberger

Lodi 209-369-5752
www.deltastripers.com

Meadow Cliff Lodge and RV 
Resort

Coleville, CA 503-495-2255
www.meadowcliff.com

Sea Level Fly Fishing
Ray Hutcherson

Sacramento 510-908-1809
www.sealevelflyfish.com

American Fly Fishing
Gary Eban/Peter Blackman
Sacramento 800-410-1222

www.americanflyfishing.com

Thy Rod & Staff
Frank Pisciotta

Truckee 530-587-7333
www.cyberfly.com

Excellent Adventures
Al Smatsky

Lodi 209-368-9261
www.excellentadventures.org 

Kiene’s Fly Shop
Sacramento 800-400-0359

www.kiene.com

Creative Sports
Jamie Berman

Pleasant Hill 925-938-2255
www.creativeflyshop.com 

Mountain Hardware & Sports
Truckee 503-587-4844

Albright Fishing Products
800-781-7703

www.albrightflyfish.com

The Trout Spot
Rick Derosiers

Santa Clara 800-822-7129
www.thetroutspot.com

ICON Products
John Ryzanych

Castro Valley 510-881-8210
www.iconproducts.net
www.catchrelease.com

Surf Inn
Ed Gogdill

Gualala 888-451-7873
www.surfinngualala.com

Eagle Canyon Trophy Trout 
Lake

Confluence Outfitters
Red Bluff 888-481-1650

www.eaglecanyontrout.com

Goodwin Lake Vacation Rental
Roy Gunter

831-809-0316
www.homeaway.com

Baja Fly Fishing
Jay Murakoshi

Fresno 559-449-0679
www.bajaflyfisihngadventures.com

Geo Poly Fly Fishing
Rich Lobrovich

Salt Lake 801-910-6600
www.geopolyflyfishing.com

Indian Creek Lodge
Douglas City 530-623-6294

www.iclodge.net

Tiger T’s Guide Service
Todd LeBoef 

Redding 530-222-2728
www.riverfishingnorcal.com

Bass Pro Shops
Cliff Sullivan

Manteca
209-825-8400

 www.basspro.com

OUR SPONSORS
  CALL THEM, USE THEM, SUPPORT  THEM

CLICKABLE LINKS BELOW
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