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Prez sez:

What a great way to start out our first 

meeting for 2015. Jeff Currier put on an 

incredible show for us again. It was 

awesome! I wish I had  enough time in 

the year to have one of these 

adventures. Someday!!! Thank you Jeff. 

Well, this month we have another 

great meeting lined up. We have 4 

guest tiers coming to share with our 

members some of there favorite fishing flies. Come see several different 

types of flies being tied from Trout to Bass, to Saltwater.  

Did I mention that we will be serving Pizza to our members??!! 

Come join us on March 18, 2015 at 7pm at the Transit station 

Remember your family membership of $30 goes to support keeping all of 
these programs and events strong! 

Never let us forget the men and woman who continue to serve this great 
country for our freedom. 

         Chuck
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Casting instruction with Chuck Robbins, but you have to call  him 

March  18 General club meeting at the Tracy Transit Station-  

April 1 Board meeting- all are invited 

Hidden Talent Sought 

Would  you want to see your talents added 

to the newsletter? Do you recall an incident 
that you could put to pen or just have 
incriminating photos of nekkid fish out of 
water or fishout report? Budding writers & 
photographers can send their submissions 
to: craiggittings@sbcglobal.net

mailto:craiggittings@sbcglobal.net
mailto:craiggittings@sbcglobal.net


 
The Tracy Fly Fishers’ meet on the third Wednesday of each month at the Tracy Transit Station located at 50 Sixth St. Club 
Meetings normally begin at 7 p.m. 

The Tracy Fly Fishers’ Board of Directors meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Safeway grocery store’s 
Community Room (behind the Floral Dept.) at 1801 W. 11th Street. The Board meetings are open to all TFF members. Board 
Meetings begin at 7 p.m. Stop by and see what goes on “behind the scenes” of your club! Make your concerns known. 

Wish to make a difference locally? The Delta is our backyard. Check out the CSPA  website and sign up for their action alerts 
at: California Sportfishing Protection Alliance, CSPA   This is a clickable link for folks reading this at their computer.

Our March meeting will be have a small group of invited top notch fly tiers demonstrating 
nuisances of fly tying.

Steve Potter is shaking things up as far as programs goes. He went out an invited a bunch of top notch fly tiers for 
our next meeting. Bud Heintz, Jim Broadbent, Jay Murakoshi, and  Chuck Sterni were the only ones to respond to the 
invite and promise to be on hand for those in attendance to pick their brains and ask questions about their specialties 
involving their particular patterns from trout to marlin. Don’t miss this venue. Don’t be intimidated by these tiers. Bud 
Heintz is a master fly tier and innovative tier for Rainey Flies. Jim Broadbent hails from the Tri Valley club and will be 
on hand to tie his caddis pupae and caddis emerger if time permits. Chuck Sterni will be on hand to show his 
prowess at tying balsa wood bass poppers. Leo Gutterres showed him how to do it and Chuck took it to a whole 
‘nother level. Jay Murakoshi, hails from Fresno will be tying anything that comes to mind. His Baja trips are just 
around the corner, so we wouldn’t be surprised if he ties some of his patented flies for the salt or even bass. He is 
keeping it a surprise as of this writing. Be sure to ask if they ever caught anything on these particular flies. We are 
certain that they always enjoy this question especially. That and the look on their face is priceless.

http://www.tracyflyfishers.org
http://www.calsport.org/
http://www.tracyflyfishers.org
http://www.calsport.org/


Casting instruction is available at Dr. Powers Park with 
Chuck Robbins next spring. The club’s only Certified 
Casting Instructor, provides instruction, from basic 
introduction to improving your loops and double haul, for 
any and all that seek him out.  If you are interested in 
improving your casting, Chuck will be more than happy to 
assist. Contact him at 209 835-7812 or his cell # at 209 
471-5931. Want to become a better caster? You never 
know when it might come in handy. Contact Chuck 
Robbins after seeing this piece of marketing genius. He 
can get you there, minus the airfare, with your casting 
skills. If you did not take advantage of his offer, you will 
have to wait until Day light Savings time returns. 
 


Jeff Fadden

Jeff has a list of outings, but so far, he is keeping it a 
secret. Be sure to ask about it at the next meeting.

TFF Educational Opportunities TFF Outings

"Angling is extremely time consuming. That's sort of the whole point." - Thomas McGuane

Attention TFF Members!

A call for HELP! 
Increase your involvement in the club by filling one the board positions below. Don’t let the club be carried by the few. 
It is often said that the more hands, the easier the load. The club could use your help in the areas listed.  

Web Master, Education, Membership positions are now open.  
No experience required 

And now a message from the TFF board: "Tracy Fly Fishers will share your membership contact information with 
other members (not for solicitations) to enhance communications within our club.  If members choose not to have 
their contact information included, please notify Chuck Sterni, our club president, immediately." 

You do not cease to fish because you get 
old. You get old because you cease to fish!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwO3GQVAcwM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwO3GQVAcwM


 

 

                                                                                                                                                                        

Where did all the water go??? 
"Conservation is fair and honest dealing with the future, usually at some cost to the immediate present."  

                 (Roderick Haig-Brown, taken from Measure of the Year, 1950) 

Things do not bode well for the continuing drought. This year’s now pack is near 15%. California reservoirs contain 
just a year’s worth of water. LA Times reports, “As difficult as it may be to face, the simple fact is that California is 
running out of water — and the problem started before our current drought.” Find the article here.

Is water the new cash crop? Fresno Bee article, “As 
drought worsens, L.A. water agency offers cash to 
Sacramento Valley farmers” can be found here. Photo 
of Lake Oroville (right) looks dire for coming summer. 
The water grab will go to the highest bidder, that being 
municipalities. 

Jeff Daniels of NBC NEWS reports in his article, 
“Parched California Will Get No Relief From Drought 
Pain in 2015”, the following: 

“The cost of buying water on the open market 
reached as high as $2,200 per acre-foot 
delivered last year in some drought-stricken 
areas of the San Joaquin Valley. That 
compares with 2013 when some irrigation 
districts of the ag region were selling water as 
low as $175 per acre-foot, although $800 per acre-foot deals on the open market were more common, 
particularly as insurance against a well failure. 

Central Valley farmer Mark Borba, who grows everything from tomatoes and onions to garlic and nut trees, 
said private water sales in 2015 will ''likely be in the $1,500 to $2,500 range. No crop can be profitably 
produced with water at these prices.’'  

Find the full article here. 

http://www.fresnobee.com/2015/03/12/4423911/as-drought-worsens-la-water-agency.html
http://www.nbcnews.com/business/economy/parched-california-will-get-no-relief-drought-pain-2015-n316541
http://www.fresnobee.com/2015/03/12/4423911/as-drought-worsens-la-water-agency.html
http://www.nbcnews.com/business/economy/parched-california-will-get-no-relief-drought-pain-2015-n316541
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-famiglietti-drought-california-20150313-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-famiglietti-drought-california-20150313-story.html


 

Nekkid Fish Page 
"Some men would rather be photographed with their fish than with their wives." 
                 Gwen Cooper and Evelyn Haas 

Nothing makes a fish bigger than almost being caught.

Steve Potter reports that a short four day stay in Maui was great. Steve fished  Kihei Beaches with Captain Jon Jon. 
Steve got some jacks for table fare, but the highlight of the trip was a 9lb Bonefish.   

Only at Pyramid Lake, home of the world's 
largest Cutthroat Trout. Seems Mitch 
Matsumoto has something to smile about, 
unless that is a strained look on his face. 
This is a teaser for the upcoming Pyramid 
Lake fishout. As Mitch says in his own 
words, “I used a beetle on T-11 shooting 
head.  I'm guessing about 20 pounds.  It 
was very heavy.” No chit, Mitch. Heavy is 
an understatement. His compadres caught 
so many that they lost count, one was 
about 14 pounds. Mitch continues, “I also 
caught one about 10 pounds.  It seems 
that fish between 10 to 15 pounds is 
pretty common.” See Jeff Fadden about 
the sign up sheet for this trip. Of course 
this comes with the usual disclaimer: your 
results will vary as noted on the following 
page.



Bruce Germolus sends along the following, featuring a few successful club members, at Pyramid Lake.

File this under, when in Rome… and not for the faint of heart. 

Yes, with lips that only a mother could love- Carp. Rod Buchanan’s AZ Bass trip was 
fulfilled last weekend. We fished Saguaro Lake, Dead Horse and community lakes for 
bass, trout and carp. Rod had lined up Cinda Howard of FlyfishArizona to run us 
through the nuances of sight fishing to carp. A little outside our comfort range? Perhaps, 
but what a wealth of knowledge Cinda provided us. Community lakes in Arizona are 
typically surrounded by homes so that every home has a backyard view of these 
impoundments. They are concrete and have bottom contours that gradual drop off to a 
depth of 4’ and rise to towards the center. The impoundments or lakes become a source 
of drinking water. They have common carp, grass carp, koi and catfish. It was 
interesting to sneak up on carp cruising or feeding with onlookers in the backyards 
surprised that we targeted their pets. Even had an opportunity to throw flies to actively 
surface feeding carp. Get the fly out front to these fish and hold on tight. Is this my new 
game fish? Maybe. Carp, considered freshwater bonefish, proved to be everything and 
more.

http://flyfisharizona.com/guide-services/
http://flyfisharizona.com/guide-services/


                                                                                                                                                                        

 

                                                                                                                                                                        

Gary’s List (seeing how Craig is already taken)

Brand New never used Sage TCX Spey 8119-4 8 
wt 11’9” Retails $850.00 Asking $400.00


Contact Sawmill Joe 530-386-7737

Sage XP 490  4WT 2PC comes with a Galvan OB3 Reel 
asking $340.00


Sawmill Joe

530-386-7737



Fly-Fishing Ethics 

How you are accepted by fellow anglers may not be high on your list of becoming a fly fisher. However, there 
are some common courtesy rules that any angler should observe. Being a lady or gentleman has not been 
emphasized in our culture as it once was. Beyond treating others with respect, there is the very serious matter 
of treating the resource, the water, banks, woods and all of outdoors with respect so as not to damage it. To 
leave no mark where we have passed in our fishing adventures is the ultimate respect. 

Here are some common rules of courtesy to follow, wade fishing are in a float tube: 

1. A section of water belongs to the first person fishing it. It is inconsiderate to crowd an angler who was 
there first. 

2. A slow moving or stationary angler has the right to remain where he/she is. If you are moving, leave 
the water and quietly walk around the angler in position in the water. 

3. If an angler is resting the water, (Allowing the water to calm down after some form of disturbance. 
Generally, after a fish has been caught, the act of the fight scares the rest of the fish and makes them 
hesitant to hit on a fly, so you Rest the Water until it is fishable again.) or planning his/her next move, it 
is his/her water. Don't jump in without permission. 

4. A person working upstream has the right of way over someone fishing downstream. 

5. Always yield to an angler with a fish on the line. 

6. Do not enter the water directly in front of someone already in the water. 

7. Always recognize property rights. Leave all gates as you found them. 

8. Do not litter. If you brought it in, take it out. Leave the area cleaner than you found it. 

9. Try not to make tracks whenever possible. 

10.Wade only when necessary. The aquatic food chain is fragile. 

11. Obey all state and local fishing laws and rules. When is the last time you have looked at the regulations 
for the areas you fish? Rules change.  

No Trespassing 

Check this out: when you see a good looking hole that’s got to have some fish in it — ask the owner of the land if you 
can get in there. If he says no — DON’T GO. More than likely you will get in, amazingly enough you’ll find that 
most people are friendly and willing. 

Catch and Release 

Face it. The best part of fishing is feeling the tug on your line, fighting the good fight with one of God’s wild 
creatures, and bringing it in. Then what? Eat them all? Once you have the fish in hand you’ve already done the most 
fun… so put it back! 

I was raised in a family of, hunters and fishermen. They never put anything back. Take, take, take. But I’ve been 
paying attention over the last 30 years. I’ve watched fish and wildlife populations drop everywhere, seriously 
dampening the enjoyment that I go out there for. By all means… go fishing. Get out there and have a ball. But wake 
up, mature a little.. put the fish back to catch again another day, so they can make baby fish to continue the family 
tradition of being caught by wily fishermen. 

(continued on the next page) 



                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                        

Fly-Fishing Ethics continued 

Fly fishing has rewards beyond anything I could have imagined when I started. It can be challenging, a 
renewal of yourself — a complete release from the stress and tensions of work, society or family. A time 
for sharing with friends or family. Or a solitary time for reflection in the outdoor world, as life's little 
miracles are revealed to you. 
Being an ethical and considerate angler seems to be a very small price to pay for all the benefits. 

As fly fisherman our resources are streams, rivers, lakes, oceans, and the countryside and shores around them. It 
has been readily apparent for years now that these resources are in danger of being overwhelmed by us. Fish 
populations are down, pollution levels are up, and mankind is the cause of it all. As the cause, it is our 
responsibility to turn around, take a look at what we’ve done (and let others do), and do something about the 
mess. If we don’t we will lose it all, and fly fishing (all fishing for that matter) will be lost forever. 

Well, let’s not complain about something and not be part of the solution get involved in your local fishing club 
(Tracy Fly Fishers). At the March club meeting I will answer any questions that you may have. Get out there and 
fish and have fun. 

THANKS 

Joe Cerniglia 

Sawmill Joe 



 

www.excellentadventures.org

Al Smatsky

Lodi, CA

209-368-9261

Bass Pro Shop 
Manteca
www.basspro.com
Jannel  Smart
209-825-8400

www.confluenceoutfitters.com

Red Bluff 

888-481-1650

Tracy Fly Fishers would not exist without the assistance from the following 
sponsors. Please consider them and let them know by thanking them 
when you do patronize them for their services and products.

http://www.basspro.com
http://www.excellentadventures.org
http://www.confluenceoutfitters.com
http://www.excellentadventures.org
http://www.basspro.com
http://www.confluenceoutfitters.com


 

Rick Desroiers

Santa Clara, CA

www.thetroutspot.com

800-822-7129

www.tahoeflyfishing.com

             530-541-8208

http://www.tahoeflyfishing.com
http://www.tahoeflyfishing.com
http://www.thetroutspot.com
http://www.thetroutspot.com


  www.crosbylodge.net

John Ryzanich  Castro Valley,CA 
www.iconproducts.net

www.catchandrelease.com

510-881-8210

Fish Reports 
via Mountain Hardware 

11320 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee, CA

http://www.iconproducts.net
http://www.catchandrelease.com
http://www.crosbylodge.net
http://www.crosbylodge.net
http://www.mountainhardwareandsports.com/fishing-report
http://www.mountainhardwareandsports.com/fishing-report
http://www.iconproducts.net
http://www.catchandrelease.com


 

www.bajaflyfishingadventures.com

     559-449-0679

www.theflyshop.com

Redding, CA  
800-669-3474

http://www.bajaflyfishingadventures.com
http://www.bajaflyfishingadventures.com
http://www.theflyshop.com
http://www.theflyshop.com


 

Matt Koles

Truckee, CA

www.gilligansguideservice.com

775-351-6665

www.bentrodflyfishing.com

http://www.bentrodflyfishing.com
http://www.gilligansguideservice.com
http://www.gilligansguideservice.com
http://www.bentrodflyfishing.com


 

Disneyland Park

http://www.disneyland.com
http://www.disneyland.com


 

Falcon’s Ledge
Altamont, Utah
www.falconsledge.com
877-879-3737

on the Trinity River in Douglas City, CA

www.iclodge.net  530-623-6294

            Todd LeBoeuf     Redding

www.riverfishingnorcal.com 530-222-2728

http://www.riverfishingnorcal.com
http://www.riverfishingnorcal.com
http://www.iclodge.net
http://www.falconsledge.com
http://www.iclodge.net
http://www.falconsledge.com


 

www.fishermaneyewear.com

                866-842-3474

www.meadowcliff.com

http://www.fishermaneyewear.com
http://www.meadowcliff.com
http://www.meadowcliff.com
http://www.fishermaneyewear.com



