
Current Activities (Tracy Fly Fishers) Calendar

Our next Meeting is May 18. Guest speaker will be Steve Cooper of High
Plains Adventures.

Steve's presentation will be Owyhee River Journal

Meeting location is the Transit Station at 50 E. Sixth St
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High Plains Adventure:
Owyhee River Journal
Join Steve on a journey to the Owyhee
River located in Eastern Oregon. This
blue ribbon fishery offers anglers

unique opportunities to stalk wild Brown
Trout with a back drop of stunning high
desert scenery. The program includes a
gallery of photos

compiled from Steve's numerous trips to this remote,
scenic river. Learn the secrets to angling on this reliable year round fishery
that consistently produces Brown Trout exceeding 20 inches. Possibly the West's
best kept secret.



On Wednesday, May 18, the Tracy Fly Fishers meet at

7:00 PM

One Pebble Can Make Alot of Waves Video
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The Prez Says!

Hey Tracy Fly Fishers!! Here we are
in May already and they are talking
snow in the mountains! Should add to
our water totals for the year and keep
the creeks and rivers running cool for
a little longer.

Remember to get out to the Meeting
this Wednesday to enjoy some fish
tales, our featured speaker and
friendship. Call that special
fishing friend and ask if they want to
come out and see what the club is all
about or invite them to join us on an
outing or two. This way we can
continue to grow and that will enable
us to have a greater impact on the
community.

The next fish out is going to be Kistler
Ranch bass ponds May 21 so mark
your calenders. There will not be a
club sponsored BBQ this year so look
for details at the meeting. Also, check
the outing lists and get signed up for
the club hosted events that are coming
in the near future. There are some
great opportunities to travel, relax and
catch some fish.

On Memorial Day Weekend (Saturday
and Sunday) the club will be tying
flies and doing some promotion at the
Bass Pro Shops in Manteca, from 10
AM to 2 PM. I would invite anyone
who has the chance to come out and
spend some time sharing stories with
folks who are interested in what the
club has to offer. I want to thank
Bass Pro in advance for providing
space for us to demonstrate some of
the local tiers skills.

We will be having a family picnic at
Veterans Park in Tracy on June 11th,
from 10 AM to 2 PM. This will be an
opportunity to get together, play some
games and enjoy a chance to build

relationships. This event is in place
of the regular June meeting so make
sure everybody knows. We are a
Family organization and it's great that
we have the opportunities to bring our
families out on wholesome activities.

See you on the stream,

Stan

Word has it that
there will be a small
intimate Summerfest
BBQ Party later this
summer. And since
it is presented by
the Tracy Flyfishers,
you know it will be a
good time! Stayed
tuned for details!



Club Outings-George Strickland
Join Tracy Flyfishers for a members only outing to Kistler Ranch on Saturday May 21 for a day of

fishing for bass and panfish. The ponds are great for float tubes or other personal flotation devices
and very accessible for wading. Lunch will be a potluck affair, so be sure to sign up at this month’s
meeting.

2nd Annual Fly Fishing day at Shadow Cliffs

Special Kudos to Steve Potter, Pat Ferguson and
Bob Kiffen for volunteering their time to helping
out our veterans!
See the story and pictures below:

Mother Nature smiled on us May 6th 2011 as it was a beautiful cloudless 70 deg. day; with a cooling, not cold,
breeze from the fisher folks back that greatly enhancing their casts.

East Bay Regional Parks (EBRPD) generously had planted 1,000 lbs of 13-16” Rainbow Trout inside a netted off
area on Wednesday for special needs kids fishing and agreed to Co-Host our veterans, allowing them to
come out and enjoy a day outside with the added aspect of having a good chance of catching a nice
trout.

On Friday we began our day at 7:00 AM by meeting and enjoying each others friendship with Coffee,
Orange Juice, Fruit Cocktail, Bagels & Spread, and Muffins. Around 8:00 AM, we had a brief orientation; in
reality a reminder about the etiquette of being around these combat wounded veterans, essentially being
more of a friend, listener and a Fly Fishing Mentor.

We had (3) mini venues arranged so the veteran could:

 Learn how to tie some flies as they chose, I saw several doing this.
 Learn Some Casting, which about 6 got some pointers and held a fly rod for the 1st time.
 Fly Fish for that 1,000 lbs of Rainbows, or what remained of them

Join fellow TFF Members for breakfast
at the Banta Inn

Saturday, May, 28 at 9:00am.

A great way to meet your fellow club
members and maybe even hook-up for a
fishing trip.

Casting in the Park
-Chuck Robbins

Certified casting instructor Chuck Robbins
offers casting instruction on the second
Wednesday of each month starting at 6pm.
Join Chuck and hone those casting skills!



The veterans were to arrive at 8:00 AM and a few who had their own transportation began arriving as early as
the volunteers. The veterans straggled in by small groups and one bus load, with all arriving by 9:15. By 9:30
we had (24) veterans Fly Fishing, a lot of them their 1st time ever doing any kind of fishing! Out of these (24)
veterans we only had a handful that repeated from last year, all of which are part of the Menlo Park Fly
Fishing workshops that began several years ago .

Learning from last year we had (3) experienced folks in charge of the Fly Fishing venue,

This worked out terrifically, they kept everyone moving and allowed every veteran a chance at the ‘Honey
Hole’. The fish as always were deep and against the nets necessitating a good 25 ft+ cast even when wading
out to waist deep. Bet you thought, wow that should have been a slaughter with hundreds of fish held inside
a netted off area. Surprisingly these “dumb hatchery trout” stymied some pretty experienced ‘guides’ and
their veterans. Finally they caught on to the right technique and timing (secret to be held for next year) and
fish began to be hooked and landed.

Here is the best part; many of the veterans participating had never fished before, ever! So that meant that
they had never so much as held or knew what a fly rod was or that you could catch a fish with a bit of fur &
feathers fastened to a hook. Then for them to have cast a fly and hook a fish, play and land that fish –
jubilation, excitement and pure magic are but a few adjectives that can describe the expressions observed
on both the veteran and the volunteer at their side.

Around noon Malcolm Dunn and his team of Mission Peak Fly Anglers had outdone themselves again and
produced a wonderfully delicious Tri-Tip buffet with Salads. I observed a lot of folks making more than one trip
to the Tri-Tip (Myself included).

Many of the veterans went back out after having some of that terrific lunch and by the end of the day we
had brought in several nice trout (about 14-16) with the smallest being 13”+ and the largest 16 1/2” and
weighing in at 1 lb 10 oz. That was caught by Richard F., a Vietnam Veteran who is also one of our Menlo Park
regulars.

Normally EBRPD fisheries folks are wanting to pull the nets out at 2:00 PM, this year they were rescuing a
flipped sailboat and we got to fish until 2:30 PM, so we got everyone together & presented Richard with a
trophy for the biggest fish, then had a group photo, thanked the veterans for their service and thanked the
volunteers from Mission Peak Fly Anglers, Peninsula Fly Fishers, Golden Gate Angling & Casting Club, Tracy Fly
Fishers, Diablo Valley Fly Fishers & Tri Valley Fly Fishers if you were counting that is (7) of the best fly fishing clubs
in the world!

Finally and importantly this event could not have been the success it was without the funding of the food and
incidentals from some of the clubs mentioned above, and special thanks go to the generosity of EBRPD for
partnering with us for the event and donating the fish and manpower to set up the netted off area.

I think every one of the volunteers went home very energized!



The following is an opinion by Zeke Grader, Executive Director of the Pacific Coast Federation
of Fishermen’s Assn.

This was published April 25, 2011 in the San Francisco Chronicle

Fishermen and farmers united for a healthy Bay-Delta

The battle over California's water has been characterized by some as a struggle between a few environmentalists on
one hand and beleaguered farmers on the other. Nothing could be farther from the truth. The fight is really between
sustainable food producers and family wage job creators on one side - salmon fishermen, small business owners, and
family farmers - and subsidy-dependent, politically powerful industrial agribusiness on the other.

Fishermen count many allies in our efforts to secure adequate fresh water flows down our rivers, and foremost among
them are the farmers of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. The Delta is Farm Country personified. Here, thousands
of hard-working families cultivate 750,000 acres of land, producing a tremendous variety of crops.

The Delta's farmers have much in common with salmon fishermen. Both groups are largely comprised of independent
yeoman food producers, and these Californians have helped feed the nation and world for over 150 years. Both
require the gravity-delivered flow of clean, fresh water through the Delta.

And unfortunately, both Delta farmers and fishermen have seen promises broken over Delta flows. In the case of
Delta farmers, the government promised that the massive pumps they built in the Delta a half century ago would only
pump surplus flows south to water the desert lands of the western San Joaquin Valley. In the case of fishermen, the
government promised that enough water would remain flowing through the Delta to maintain abundant salmon runs.
Years later, both promises have only been honored in the breach, with particularly disastrous consequences for our
once mighty salmon runs and California's many fishing families. Excessive Delta freshwater exports also threaten
farmers' food production by drawing salty bay waters unsuitable for irrigation deeper into the Delta. Both farmers and
fishermen have been largely marginalized by water elites plotting to build a giant canal aimed at taking even more
water from the Sacramento River.

Tracy Flyfisher Pins are still available!

These handsome pewter pins are hand painted and
come in a laser etched box. Each pin costs $25.
See Corey Cate for your pin!



The opinions expressed in the articles appearing within the Tracy Fly Fishers’ monthly publication, “Fish Lines And Fish Tails” are those of the

writer/author, and do not necessarily represent the opinions or view of the Tracy Fly Fishers and/or its official representatives. Permission is granted

for parts of this newsletter to be reproduced. We only ask that credit be given to the author and the Tracy Fly Fishers as the source.

Now fishermen and Delta farmers are united in their demand that the government's promises finally are kept - so that
Delta farms and fisheries can thrive again under reasonable, science-based limits on export pumping.

On April 27th, leaders from these two communities will join other Delta supporters in Antioch to highlight this unity
while demanding the protection of Delta agriculture and the restoration of the Sacramento River's iconic king salmon
run. Congressional representatives for some of the state's most well-known fishing ports and farm towns will join
them: John Garamendi, Mike Thompson, Jackie Speier, and Jerry McNerney. For anyone who would like to know
what California's water debate is really about, attending the Farms & Salmon Summit this Wednesday would be well
worth your time.

And no doubt the gathered throng in Antioch will have a few choice words for a common adversary, the Westlands
Water District of the western San Joaquin Valley, infamous for demanding maximum Delta freshwater exports
despite the hazard to Delta-dependent salmon and farms.

Located in one of the driest areas of the state, Westlands and its adjoining irrigation districts require millions of acre-
feet of water - all delivered using enormous quantities of subsidized electricity by the taxpayer-supported federal
Central Valley Project and California State Water Project. Worse, large areas within Westlands are laced with tainted
soils that generate toxic, polluted runoff when irrigated. This toxic runoff then flows back into the Delta.

Despite all this, Westlands' cadres of lawyers and powerful political allies in Congress meant it could seize the Delta
water it wanted. That is, until recently, when science-based federal plans to rebuild dwindling salmon runs finally put
real limits on Delta exports.

Because Westlands finds themselves on the wrong side of the law, science, and taxpayer pocketbooks, their corporate
masters have launched a dishonest but relatively successful media campaign that portrays them as the representatives
of all California agriculture - all while inciting division between fishermen and farmers. Fortunately, their edifice of
lies has begun to crumble.

The truth is that while Westlands is the largest irrigation district in the country, it makes up only a fraction of
California's massive agricultural sector, and is cultivated by a mere handful of agribusiness enterprises. And the truth
is that time and again, salmon fishermen have shown we want to work with farmers, not against them. (After all, is
there a happier culinary pairing than wild California salmon and Delta-grown asparagus?) And I'm not just talking
about Delta farmers. For example, in recent years we allied with Sacramento Valley farmers to achieve a solution on
fish passage at the Red Bluff Diversion Dam.

One thing is clear: we cannot afford to continue subsidizing corporate agriculture - more akin to mining than true
farming - in the western San Joaquin Valley. We are squandering precious public funds to fatten the already bulging
wallets of millionaires, and we are doing it at the expense of hard-working fishermen, true family farmers and our
common resources.

The Tracy Fly Fishers’ Board of Directors meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Safeway grocery store’s Community

Room at 1801 W. 11th Street. The next board meeting will be held on April 6, 2011. The Board meetings are open to all TFF

members. Board Meetings begin at 7 p.m. Stop by and see what goes on “behind the scenes” of your club!

Wish to make a difference locally? The Delta is our backyard. Check out the CSPA website and sign up for their action alerts at:

CSPA, California Sportfishing Protection Alliance or www.calsport.org/
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OUR SPONSORS: CALL THEM- USE THEM- SUPPORT THEM

The Fly Shop

Mike Michalak/Tim Fox

Redding (800) 699-3474

www.flyshop.com

Sawmill Lake Fly Fishing

Joe Cerniglia
Truckee 530 582-5393

Mountain Hardware & Sports
Truckee (503) 587-4844

Sierra Stream & Mountain
Chico (503) 345-4261
www.sierrastreamflyshop.com
/

Delta Stripers
Jerry Neuburger
Lodi (209) 369-5752
www.deltastripers.com

Sea Level Fly Fishing
Ray Hutcherson

Sacramento (510) 908-1809

www.sealevelflyfish.com

American Fly Fishing
Gary Eban/Peter Blackman
Sacramento (530) 587-7333
www.americanflyfishing.com

Thy Rod & Staff
Frank Pisciotta
Truckee (530) 587-7333
www.cyberfly.com

Kiene’s Fly Shop
Bill Kiene
Sacramento (800) 400-0359
www.kiene.com

Excellent Adventures
Al Smatsky
Lodi (209) 368-9261

www.excellentadventures.org

Creative Sports
Jamie Berman
Pleasant Hill (925) 938-2255

www.creativeflyshop.com

Sierra Anglers
Bob Nakagawa
Modesto (209) 572-2212
www.sierraanglers.com

The Trout Spot
Rick Desrosiers
Santa Clara (800) 822-7129
www.thetroutspot.com

ICON Products
John Ryzanych
Castro Valley (510) 881-8210
iconproducts.net
catchrelease.com


