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TFF Activity Calendar  
Casting instruction with Chuck Robbins. All that is required is give Chuck a 
call. Chuck will be around during Daylight Savings time for instruction for 
one and all at Dr. Powers Park on the 4th Thursday of the month.  
Next meeting Thursday, February 21 at the Tracy City Council Chambers 
located at 333 Civic Center Plaza at 7:00 pm. 

Hidden Talent Sought 

Would  you want to see your talents added 

to the newsletter? Do you recall an incident 
that you could put to pen or just have 
incriminating photos of nekkid fish out of 
water or fishout report? Budding writers & 
photographers can send their submissions 
to: craiggittings@sbcglobal.net

Jeff Fadden pulled off a doozy this month. Kristján is coming  all the way from Iceland 
to show whats it's all about to catch Ice Age Trout and more. Check out his website for 
more info Icelandic Brown Trout.

Fly Lines & 
FishTales            February 2019

Our February 21 Meeting will Feature  

Kristján Páll Rafnsson 

If you have looked into fishing in Iceland you have probably heard the term "ice age brown 
trout" and seen people rave about their size and strength. But what exactly is an ice age 
brown trout, how do they differ from a regular brown trout and why are they so highly praised 
and sought after? 

The short answer; ice age browns is the name given to the strain of brown trout inhabiting 
Lake Þ ingvallavatn, Iceland's largest natural lake. The reason people get obsessed with 
these beasts is quite frankly their incredible size, as well as fighting strength, not to mention 
the beauty of this creature. Fish over 30 lbs are caught each year. 

https://www.fishpartner.com/
mailto:craiggittings@sbcglobal.net
mailto:craiggittings@sbcglobal.net
https://www.fishpartner.com/


Casting with respect to distance and delivery of the fly play 
an important role in catching fish. You will not catch fish 
that you cannot reach. This video best explains why. How 
about increasing your odds? This video shows why one 
should not wait until you get to your destination to work on 
your casting. Chuck Robbins can provide you with the 
fundamentals, minus the airfare, with the casting part prior 
to any trip. So, why not take advantage of it? The club’s 
only Certified Casting Instructor provides instruction, from 
basic introduction to improving your loops and double haul 
for any and all that seek him out. Casting instruction with 
Chuck is available prior to club meetings when daylight 
savings kicks in. If you are interested in improving upon 
your present casting skill set, Chuck is happy to assist. 
You can contact Chuck at 209 835-7812 or his cell number 
at 209 471-5931.  

          
Chuck Sterni has the following fishouts. Signups will be at 
the February meeting. 

TFF Education 

The Prez Sez: 
Thank you to everyone who helped make the 
Installation Dinner and Auctions a success. With 
the support of our Members, friends and the 
Sponsors who generously donated items to the 
event, we were able to raise monies necessary to 
fund the TFF through the year as well as making 
timely donations to various organizations who 
share our passion for the environment and the 
sport of Fly fishing. 

Make sure you have your directions correct to get 
to the meeting on 21 February at the Tracy City 
Council Chambers. Jeff Fadden has a great 
program lined up with Kristján Páll Rafnsson all 
the way from Iceland. They will be meet at Helms 
Ale House for dinner at 5pm before the meeting. 

Good time to get to know our speaker, ask some 
questions and just hang out. Reach out to your 
friends and bring them along to hear about some 
great fishing and meet some of the TFF club 
members. Please remember that no food or drinks 
are allowed in the Chamber room. 

The Fly Fishing Show will be in Pleasanton next 
weekend also. Once again you will have the 
opportunity to attend seminars of your favorite 
Fishermen and get a chance to learn some new 
techniques or new spots to fish. And who knows, 
you might find that one item you just don’t have in 
your arsenal or garage. 

Housekeeping: Put 20 July on your calendars for 
the TFF Family Picnic. Plans have been started 
and the budget approved, so know it’s going to 
happen.  

If you haven’t paid your dues yet, please do so at 
the next meeting. Cash or check is accepted.  
Several Outings have been planned for the year 
and will be posted at the meeting. There are a 
number of familiar trips and we are always open to 
going to some new places too. Think about where 
you would like to go or perhaps lead a group to 
and talk with Chuck Sterni, our Outings Chair to 
get the ball rolling. 

Let’s make this the year where we truly fish 
enough! 

Tight lines, 

Stan 

TFF Outings

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxfjVNfM1zs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwO3GQVAcwM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxfjVNfM1zs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwO3GQVAcwM


 A few photos from the crab feed

Upper left: club sponsors Al Smatsky- Excellent 
Adventures and John Ryzanich- ICON Products with 
Keith Nelson 
Above: Ready for some serious eating 
Left: Crowded around Stan with the President’s Fly 
Plate 
Below left: The Ochs family with the Dry Fly Recipient 

Below: Mr. Steve Potter or Grandpa based on point of 
reference with 2018 Fly Fisherman of the Year



You do not cease to fish because you get old. 
You get old because you cease to fish!

Nekkid Fish Page 
"Some men would rather be photographed with their fish than with their wives." 

                Gwen Cooper and Evelyn Haas 

On losing fish-  You cannot lose that you never had. Isaac Walton

Nothing makes a fish bigger than almost being caught. 

New Orleans is not only an epicurean destination, it is also a jump off point to some incredible saltwater marsh fishing for redfish 
and black drum. A group made it through cajun country without much fanfare. The more experienced anglers would readily point 
out that redfish don’t put up quite the fight as our home water stripers. It was then suggested that they merely loosen their drag. 
What they do make up for is some exciting sight fishing, when presented the opportunity. Some had their fill of raw oysters, red 
beans and rice, jambalaya, gumbo and shrimp. Some are ready to go back. Above sampling pushed the 24 lb range.



Top left is a plate of mud bugs with a side of 
andouille sausage. Top center: frog legs. And the  
pièce de résistance - 50 cent oysters during happy 
hour one night. Most difficult part was saving room 
for dessert. Middle photos are from Avery Island, 
home of McIlhenny’s Tabasco. Peppers are oak 
barrel aged for three years and topped with salt 
mined on the island. And it did not take long for New 
Orleans’ fans to display their displeasure with the 
officiating of the playoff game.  

Did we mention the redfish?



As winter takes hold, thoughts on the previous season’s adventures have us evaluating what we might do different in 
the future. This video comes by way of The New Fly Fisher entitled “Trout Vision & Refraction” by Ozzie Ozefovich and 
is a real eye opener- no pun intended. The above link was in our December newsletter. Here is a follow up video by 
Ozzie Ozefovich, The Underwater World of Trout | How They See, via the New Fly Fisher. 

February is show time when the 2019 Pleasanton Fly Fishing Show kicks off the season, Feb. 22-24 at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. Take advantage of the Northern California premiere of the 2019 Fly Fishing Film 
Festival is Friday at 6:30. $15 at the door and $10 for advance sale tickets. 

Ginkandgasoline had an interesting post on longer leaders. It reinforces my earlier suspicions on long leaders fishing 
for red fish around Hopedale, Louisiana. A few years back, my leader broke on a red fish and the guide hastily tied on 
a 10 foot piece of straight mono. After seeing my fly blow off course or dumping the leader into a pile at the end of my 
cast I knew that there needed to be a few changes. The guide went as far as asking what I was doing when I pulled in 
my line and sat down. I told him I had turnover issues and whacked away at the leader to a more respectable 4 to 5 
feet to get the fly to turn over. Recalling that incident had me building my own leaders for the last trip using Chico 
Fernandez’s formula. Chico Fernandez had a discussion on building leaders with Lee Wulff. Besides being a guide, 
Lee was an engineer by trade and the discussion went something along these lines via midcurrent.com. After the trip, 
Gink and Gasoline only reinforced this thinking with “Tying Extra-Long Fly Leaders That Actually Turn Over”. Who 
would ever think longer butt sections would do the trick? This applies to any leader formula, too, not just redfish. 
Check it out. 

The Bauer crab is probably the most noted fly for permit. Salt Water Fly Fishing had a step by step tying sequence on 
their website. When the magazine folded a few years back, so did the Bauer crab tying instructional on their website or 
so I thought. Will Bauer, a resident of Redding actually provided hand tied patterns of his fly for the Fly Shop. Luckily, a 
video of Will Bauer tying the original pattern can be seen here. 

My first trip to Montana came with a double edged sword. The expanse of land went on endlessly. But, the same could 
be said for any state with a tourism population that grew in the summer months. Rolled bails of alfalfa and hay greeted 
us where the rural area could and would support it. I recall Rodeo Days in Dillion where the sidewalk over flowed with 
rodeo and carnival fans alike. The corner bar had crowds flowing into the streets. The portable DUI processing trailer 
was also in plain view. Ah, Montana at its best. The evening sky lit up with the carnival rides along the otherwise dark 
highway. The road to Helena came as a shock when crossing the Continental Divide. The undisturbed expanse of 
forest left me amazed in wonderment and appreciation of wild lands. The rusty swaths of forest shockingly pointed to a 
quiet ominous menace that had endured the milder winters. Perhaps 60-70% of the trees standing took on this 
appearance. The drive down Interstate 15 to Butte faired no better as we made our final approach into town, giving 
way to a large open pit copper mine, the Berkley Pit or more aptly named the lake of death to become one of the 
largest Superfund sights in Montana thanks in part to the Anaconda mine. Crossing over the Continental Divide also 
provided a stark contrast of the forest as well. 60 to 75 percent of the trees showed signs of a beetle infestation. 
Standing trees with needles of rust hues became the predominant characterization of the forest. Even back then it was 
explained that the warmer winters allowed the beetle infestation accelerate its path of destruction. Check out the text 
video from the Washington Post, “Gone in a Generation”, rather than travel to the area mentioned. 

From Field & Stream, “My Year Without the Bobber (and What It Taught Me)” 
Here is the follow up article, “Is it time for bobber free water?” to the 
above for those that feel numbers don’t count and have concerns of 
the myopia caused by staring at bobber. The question arises, “Is this 
fly fishing or just a transitional phase,” has one rethinking their end 
game in this sport. Even bobber fishing misses quite a few fish when 
compared to czech or tight line nymphing. The feel of the grab over 
seeing the bobber response to the take provides a far better 
experience. Consider expanding your arsenal and upping your game. 

Nutria? In our backyard? Delta levees are at risk with this new 
invasive species. The state has a $2 million plan to remedy the 
problem, professional trappers. This come via the Sacramento Bee. 

What is causing the collapse of the Idaho Steelhead runs? It is so bad 
that there will not even be a season. Check out the article via 
midcurrent.com, Idaho Steelhead Crisis. 

If things aren’t bad enough, here is an article on possible mass 
extinction of insects due to climate change. With the midwest in the grips of the Polar Vortex in 

late January had me rereading Robert Service’s 
poem, “The Cremation of Sam McGee”.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-csJ_k6xaU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S57HY7TOvMA&frags=pl%2Cwn
https://midcurrent.com/techniques/making-a-redfish-leader/
http://midcurrent.com
https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-tips-technique/tying-extra-long-fly-leaders-that-actually-turn-over/
https://vimeo.com/305907147
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/national/gone-in-a-generation/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.ac759e84c92d
https://www.fieldandstream.com/blogs/flytalk/my-year-without-the-bobber-and-what-it-taught-me
https://www.fieldandstream.com/blogs/flytalk/is-it-time-for-bobber-free-water
https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article226014215.html
http://midcurrent.com
https://midcurrent.com/conservation/the-idaho-steelhead-crisis/?utm_source=MidCurrent+Fly+Fishing+Email+Newsletter&utm_campaign=10b5a0f556-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_11_29_01_43_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8efbf3b958-10b5a0f556-18931465&mc_cid=10b5a0f556&mc_eid=930a4ed219
https://www.businessinsider.com/insects-dying-off-sign-of-6th-mass-extinction-2019-2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-csJ_k6xaU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S57HY7TOvMA&frags=pl%2Cwn
https://midcurrent.com/techniques/making-a-redfish-leader/
http://midcurrent.com
https://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-tips-technique/tying-extra-long-fly-leaders-that-actually-turn-over/
https://vimeo.com/305907147
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/national/gone-in-a-generation/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.ac759e84c92d
https://www.fieldandstream.com/blogs/flytalk/my-year-without-the-bobber-and-what-it-taught-me
https://www.fieldandstream.com/blogs/flytalk/is-it-time-for-bobber-free-water
https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article226014215.html
http://midcurrent.com
https://midcurrent.com/conservation/the-idaho-steelhead-crisis/?utm_source=MidCurrent+Fly+Fishing+Email+Newsletter&utm_campaign=10b5a0f556-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_11_29_01_43_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8efbf3b958-10b5a0f556-18931465&mc_cid=10b5a0f556&mc_eid=930a4ed219
https://www.businessinsider.com/insects-dying-off-sign-of-6th-mass-extinction-2019-2


 
 

Sponsored by the Delta Fly Fishers 
and Sportsman’s Warehouse 

10536 Trinity Parkway, (Take the Eight Mile Road Exit off I-5) 

Day’s Schedule 
 

Casting Pond and Tables 
open 9-3 

 

Seminars 
9:00 Intro to Fly Fishing 

Jerry Neuburger, DeltaStripers.Com & DFF member 
10:00 Wading and PFD Water Safety 

Larry Schmidt, DFF member 

11:00 Fly Fishing for American Shad 
Al Smatsky, Excellent Adventures and DFF member 

12:30 Fly Fishing the Lower Sac at Redding 
Scott Sugimoto, On the Riffle Guide Service 

1:30 Fly Fishing the Delta, Stripers and Bass 
Bryce Tedford, Bryce Tedford Fly Fishng and DFF member 

 

2:30 Free Drawing 
Win a fly rod, reel and line. Other prizes  

Rain or 
shine Free admission  

The Delta Fly Fishers would like to invite the Tracy Fly Fishers to the Delta Fly Fishers first FREE Fly Fishing Day to be held at the Sportsman’s 
Warehouse, 9am to 3pm, March 9th. The event will feature five seminars on Northern California fishing, a casting pond, fly tiers, a Q&A table, a 
kid’s table where the kids can tie woolly bugger broaches, and a “must be present to win,” drawing at the end of the event.

The five seminars are, in no particular order:
Fly Fishing the Lower Sac at Redding – Scott Fujimoto, On the Riffle Guide Service
Wading and PFD Water Safety – Larry Schmidt, DFF
Fly Fishing for Valley American Shad – Al Smatsky, Excellent Adventures and DFF
Introduction to Fly Fishing – Jerry Neuburger, Delta Stripers and DFF
Fly Fishing the Delta – Bryce Tedford, Bryce Tedford Fly Fishing and DFF
The presenters will be available throughout the day to answer questions and provide further details on their topics.
Delta Bass Bugs will also man a station and will participate at the tying tables.
The day will end with a free drawing, “must be present to win” with a value approaching $500.
 
If your club has any tiers that would like to participate at the tying tables, they are welcome to attend. Please have them RSVP so we have space 
for them at the tables. Contact Jerry Neuburger at gneuburg@gmail.com
 
Sportsman’s Warehouse is located at 10536 Trinity Parkway, Stockton. The “Warehouse” has an extensive fly tying section and other fly fishing 
equipment and supplies. The shopping center is located just off I-5 at the Eight Mile Road exit. The center has numerous choices for lunch.

mailto:gneuburg@gmail.com
mailto:gneuburg@gmail.com


John Ryzanich  Castro Valley,CA 
www.iconproducts.net
www.catchandrelease.com

510-881-8210 

Tracy Fly Fishers would not exist without the assistance from the following 
sponsors. Please consider them and let them know by thanking them 
when you patronize them for their services and products.

www.excellentadventures.org

Al Smatsky

Lodi, CA

209-368-9261

http://www.excellentadventures.org
http://www.iconproducts.net
http://www.catchandrelease.com
http://www.excellentadventures.org


 

www.crosbylodge.net

https://www.thetroutspot.com

Phone:  (916) 722-1055
Fax:  (916) 722-1081
Shop email:   info@flyfishingspecialties.com
Rick Anderson:   rickandersonffs@yahoo.com

Chris Schultz
costadelmar.com

https://www.thetroutspot.com
http://www.crosbylodge.net
http://www.crosbylodge.net
http://costadelmar.com
mailto:info@flyfishingspecialties.com
mailto:rickandersonffs@yahoo.com?subject=Attn:%20Rick%20Anderson
mailto:info@flyfishingspecialties.com
mailto:rickandersonffs@yahoo.com?subject=Attn:%20Rick%20Anderson
http://costadelmar.com
https://www.thetroutspot.com


 

www.blackoakcasino.com

www.theflyshop.com

Redding, CA  

http://www.lonesomeduck.com/
541-783-2783 

http://www.sageflyfish.com
Alex Rameriz

http://www.blackoakcasino.com
http://www.sageflyfish.com
http://www.theflyshop.com
http://www.blackoakcasino.com
http://www.sageflyfish.com
http://www.theflyshop.com


http://lancegrayandcompany.com
Lance Gray & Company
PO Box 962 
1079 Northgate Drive 
Willows, CA 95988 
ph: 530-517-2204
lancegrayandcompany@yahoo.com

http://lancegrayandcompany.com
mailto:lancegrayandcompany@yahoo.com
http://lancegrayandcompany.com
mailto:lancegrayandcompany@yahoo.com
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